Eyecatchers

Glitter & Gold
Great crested grebe (Podiceps cristatus) swimming, backlit with
morning light forming a bokeh affect on the water, Wales, UK,
February.
“This image is the result of hundreds of hours spent laying on the
edge of a lake photographing great crested grebes. The rising sun
backlit this scene as the grebe swam gracefully through the water.
I love is the way the early morning light sparkling on the surface is
rendered out of focus by my telephoto lens, creating a wonderful
bokeh effect.”

Photographer: Andy Rouse
Image number: 01536908

Tracks
Red fox (Vulpes vulpes) adult at night with train in background,
Kent, UK, February.
“I took this image after discovering a family of foxes that lived on
a railway embankment. Their territory covered a series of fields on
one side of the railway tracks and a village on the other. The foxes
made full use of this habitat, scavenging in gardens for food left
out for them and hunting for rabbits and small mammals in the
meadows. I’d taken some photos of the foxes with trains in the
background, shot from a hide during daylight hours. But I had the
idea to capture a more intimate, wide-angle view of a fox with train
interior lights flashing past at night. The only way to do this was
with DSLR camera traps. At first I set the cameras to be triggered
by foxes and I got lots of shots with no trains in the background.
Then I set them to be triggered by the trains and got the opposite;
pictures of trains, but no foxes in sight. Eventually I used a passive
infrared sensor that could be triggered by either, and began to get
some results. One shot in every fifty or so would have a train and a
fox in it, but usually just a tail or nose. After several weeks I got the
shot I was looking for - a fox moving between village and fields with
an evening commuter train behind.”

Photographer: Terry Whittaker
Image number: 01558403

Gannet Frenzy
Gannets (Morus bassanus) diving to feed on discarded fish, Shetland, Scotland, UK, April.
“Bouncing around in a small inflatable boat, I began to feel nervous. I was heading to one of the remotest coastal cliffs in Shetland, with nothing but ocean separating them from Norway. As a
result, they get pounded by huge storms and large swells - but if
I was going to have any success making photographs, I needed
conditions to be relatively calm.
As I ploughed through another wave a wall of spray hit me in the
face and I wondered if I had overloaded the boat. Weighed down
by the 150 kilos of mackerel, camera gear and dive kit, I headed
towards the shelter of the cliff. Thick fog was making navigation
around the headlands difficult and I started to question my sanity.
The forecast had said the fog would clear, but it only seemed to be
getting thicker.
A faded sun shone weakly through the haze. Perhaps my gamble
would pay off after all. And then the cliffs swam into view, and I
could see gannets. Right on cue, a swirling mass of the boisterous
birds started circling my boat. I threw some more mackerel into
the water and within seconds, they were diving. It rapidly turned
into a gannet frenzy; birds skimming my head, wings hitting me in
the face as I tried to capture the chaotic scene. The mackerel were
plentiful, but the gannets didn’t know that and there was fierce
competition for each morsel.”

Photographer: Richard Shucksmith
			
/SCOTLAND: The Big Picture
Image number: 01551554

Spirits of the Night
Spotted hyena (Crocuta crocuta) standing under a starry sky, taken with a remote camera. Liuwa Plain National Park. May.
“Africa’s night skies are simply spectacular, and I’ve always dreamt
of photographing nocturnal wildlife against a backdrop of stars.
The low-light capabilities of modern cameras present exciting opportunities, and I enjoy pushing my cameras to the limits. For this
image, I used a wide-angle lens and a ground-level perspective so
that I could look up at the hyenas, with the starry sky as a backdrop. To expose the stars, I needed a high ISO and a shutter speed
of around 10 to 15 seconds. The hyenas were lit by a brief flash at
the beginning of the exposure.
Animals rarely stay still for the duration of the exposure but when
it’s completely dark, their movements don’t show up in the image.
On the night I took this shot, however, there was a bright moon in
the sky, which provided enough light to record ‘shadows’ of the
hyenas. They moved after the flash and then paused to look at the
camera, effectively duplicating themselves in the final shot.
I think this image captures the spirit of hyenas in a way that isn’t
possible when photographing them during the day.”

Photographer: Will Burrard-Lucas
Image number: 01534084

Fish out of Water
“Off the beaches of Muizenberg in Cape Town, South Africa, local
seine net fishermen regularly catch sharks by mistake. Beach
seines have weights attached to the bottom and buoys or floats attached to the top to keep the nets open vertically as they’re pulled
through the water. As well as entrapping the targeted fish, seine
nets make it difficult for sharks like this bronze whaler to avoid
being inadvertently hauled onto the beach.
In many parts of Africa, these by-catch sharks would be killed for
the unscrupulous fin trade, but fortunately these fishermen try as
best they can to return the sharks alive back into the ocean. I have
worked alongside these fishermen for over two decades and have
seen them return several thousand sharks in that time. It’s always
highly rewarding to see these magnificent super predators swim
back to where they belong.”

Photographer: Chris Fallows
Image number: 01544423; 01544426 (inset)

Good Vibrations
Indian peafowl (Pavo cristatus) peacock walking and displaying
feathers, Yala National Park, Southern Province, Sri Lanka.
“I found this spectacular male peacock performing his impressive
display to a group of peahens in Yala National Park, Sri Lanka. As
he turned, I took this image, showing the mesmerizing colours of
his feathers. But a peacock’s display is not only about colour, it
is also about sound and movement. This bird was making exotic
hooting sounds as he attempted to impress the females - and
studies has shown that the feathers make their own sounds too.
The male rattles them in such a way that the iridescent eyespots
appear to hover motionless against a blurred background. We
humans hear a rustling sound when this happens, but the vibrating
feathers also make infrasound noises, below 20 Hertz. This is outside the range of human hearing, but the birds can detect and respond to these signal, which are thought to play a role in attracting
mates as well as warning off rival males. It’s fascinating to think
how this male’s display looked and sounded from the perspective
of the peahens.”

Photographer: Lucas Bustamante
Image number: 01541840

Rig Fishing
Brandt’s cormorant (Phalacrocorax penicillatus) hunts for a meal
in a school of Pacific chub mackerel (Scomber japonicus), beneath
an oil rig. Eureka Rig, Los Angeles, California, United States of
America. North East Pacific Ocean.
“This picture was taken under a working oil rig near Los Angeles, California. It was strange location for photographing nature,
because drilling for oil is not generally considered beneficial for
wildlife. However, in this case, the legs of the rig afforded shelter
and complete protection from fishing boats, and the marine life
there was super abundant. This meant rich pickings for a host of
predatory species such as this Brandt’s cormorant hunting a large
school of Pacific chub mackerel. Cormorants are skilled divers,
propelling themselves deep below the surface with their broad
paddle feet. The challenge was anticipating when they would burst
through the fish school, since they tended to hide behind the legs
of the rig, trying to gain the element of surprise. They were astonishingly nimble in the water. I even watched one overtake a sea
lion to steal the fish it was chasing!”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01550468; 01536808 (inset)

Open Wide!
American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis) split level, Everglades, USA, January.
“I took this image blind, with the camera mounted on a long pole.
In the Everglades National Park, approaching alligators is not
allowed, even from a safe distance, so I had to get permission to
shoot this image in an Indian reservation. The trick was to get it to
approach me from the water, while I stood on land with my camera. It took two weeks before the alligator got used to the contraption, but eventually curiosity got the better of it. After taking a few
hundred pictures, I shot this one of it biting the underwater housing of the camera, revealing its powerful teeth and jaws.”

Photographer: Ingo Arndt
Image number: 01542847
Next page: 01542845
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(c) Ingo Arndt/naturepl.com

Locking Horns
Stag beetle (Lucanus cervus) males fighting on oak tree branch,
Elbe, Germany, June.
“Stag beetles are a species with a clear sexual dimorphism: the
male is bigger than the female and has prominently enlarged mandibles. The antler-like jaws, which give these beetles their name,
may look threatening, but they are too weak to be harmful to humans. However, during the mating season, when frequent battles
break out between male stag beetles, they serve a clear purpose.
The stakes are high, since the beetles are competing for the right
to mate. They have spent the majority of their lives underground
as larvae, taking between 3 - 7 years to reach maturity, but their
adult lives are very short by comparison. Males have around three
months to find a female and successfully mate before they expire,
so they are naturally antagonistic towards each other.
The stage for this particular contest was a low-hanging branch of
an oak tree. I saw the bigger beetle (on the right) approaching its
rival and prepared myself for the inevitable standoff. They ‘locked
horns’ and the bigger male began pushing his rival backwards. I
captured this frame shortly before the loser fell off the branch. The
whole confrontation lasted for no more than 10 seconds.”

Photographer: Solvin Zankl
Image number: 01522817

Pasty Pirate
Herring gull (Larus argentatus) snatching food from man’s hand. St
Ives, Cornwall, UK. February.
“Gulls have an unfair notoriety for their apparent ‘bad’ behaviour in recent years, the British media has been full of ludicrous scare
stories of murderous seagulls out to get us. People blame them for
being rowdy, or for stealing our food, but the truth is that they’re
just responding to the opportunities we provide them. This image
of a herring gull in Cornwall snatching a pasty was fun to shoot.
People get angry and upset about the ‘gull problem’, but I think it
can sometimes come from feelings of inferiority - nobody likes it
when a bully steals their lunch! Despite being highly resourceful
scavengers, herring gulls have actually suffered steep declines.
Far from being the vermin our media make them out to be, they
deserve our sympathy.”

Photographer: Sam Hobson
Image number: 01530944

Splash & Bash
South African fur seal (Arctocephalus pusillus pusillus) bull breaking apart octopus. False Bay, Cape Town, South Africa.
“I was busy photographing cormorants hunting in South Africa’s
False Bay, when suddenly this huge seal surfaced with an octopus.
I had read that seals break octopus apart by bashing them on the
water’s surface before eating, but I never thought I’d actually have
the privilege of witnessing this behaviour. When the seal started to
thrash its prey violently around I couldn’t believe my eyes. I don’t
know if anyone else has photographed this unique behaviour so I
felt very fortunate to be in the right place at the right time.”

Photographer: Wim van den Heever
Image number: 01529763

Lump in the Throat
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) swallowing fish prey, Hungary
January.
“Cormorants are opportunistic feeders and consume a wide variety of fish. They usually take species between 5 and 15 cm (2 to
6 inches) in length, which are easier to catch and consume than
larger, more powerful prey. However, they have also been recorded eating fish of over 40 cm (16 inches) and eels over 60 cm (24
inches) long.
On this shoot at a redundant fish farm in the Kiskunság National
Park in Hungary, I observed a group of cormorants feeding on
perch, pike and ruffe among other things. They typically dive to
depths up to 10 metres, powering below the surface with their
paddle-like feet. Their feathers are specially designed not to trap
air so that they can dive faster and overtake the fish they are trying
to catch, grasping them with their long, hooked beaks. The prey is
swallowed whole and digested entirely, including the bones (although larger or thicker bones are commonly regurgitated in the
form of oral pellets). Cormorants have highly elastic throats, which
can be distended out of shape, allowing them to dispatch larger
prey items. Although the bird in this image may appear to be in
danger of choking, it had no difficulty with the size of its meal and
was simply taking its time to swallow it.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01553954; 01553946

War Birds
Grey herons (Ardea cinerea) fighting, Lake Csaj, Kiskunsagi National Park, Pusztaszer, Hungary. June.
“Apart from in the breeding season, grey herons are generally
solitary and unsociable birds. Males are fiercely territorial and
make agressive displays towards each other - raising their crests,
performing stabbing motions with their beaks, and attempting to
chase away the competition.
When territorial displays fail, herons fight, sometimes engaging
in aerial combat. Facing each other head on, they lunge with their
bills and thrash their feet, often making aggressive vocalizations.”

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01531844

Head Turner
Short eared owl (Asio flammeus) tilting head upside down and
backwards, Breton Marsh, West France, June.
“I know my local area, the marshlands of the Vendée, France,
very well. But I rarely seek out a specific subject, preferring to
observe and react to the animals I encounter. On this particular morning, a family of owls was hunting over the marsh, and
one of the young birds landed in a tamarisk bush. In my car
(my preferred hide) I was able to gently approach to within 20
metres of the bird, and after several minutes of mutual observation, I started taking photos. The owl watched me for some
time, and then rotated its head as if trying to work out what I
was.
Head rotation in owls is not uncommon. They have very powerful binocular vision, but their forward-facing eyes mean
their field of view is very narrow. Turning their heads up to 270
degrees enables them to judge the position and distance of
things around them — essentially, to triangulate on objects,
including potential prey.
In humans, extreme manipulations of the head and neck
are very dangerous, and can result in a deadly embolism or
stroke. But owls have twice the number of bones in their necks
compared to ours - 14 versus our seven - and research has
revealed they have an impressive array of blood vessels that
allows them to pull off these head rotations without cutting off
the flow of blood and oxygen to the brain.”

Photographer: Loic Poidevin
Image numbers: 01537828; 01537828; 		
			
01537828

Catch of the Day
European river otter (Lutra lutra) coming ashore with Atlantic puffin
(Fratercula arctica), Shetland, Scotland, UK, June.
“The Shetland Isles, off the coast of Scotland, have the highest
density of otters in Europe and I have spent countless hours following and observing them foraging along the coastline. I’ve seen
them catch many different prey species, but I never thought I’d see
an otter catch a puffin – something that, as far as I know, had never been witnessed before. It happened one early morning in June.
I was making my way along the coast, when I spotted this female,
which I happen to know quite well. I watched her swim towards a
reef about 30 metres out from the shore, where a small group of
puffins were resting on the water. They dove beneath the surface
as she approached, but she followed them. A few seconds later
the otter surfaced again, swimming straight towards me with what
looked like a large fish in her mouth. I was shocked when I focused
my camera on her and realised that what I thought was a fin was
actually a wing! The otter had the puffin’s head in her mouth, and
it was still alive, struggling to break free. I couldn’t believe what
I was seeing; I knew that otters preyed on seabirds, but mainly in
the winter - and I’d never expected to see it. However, this female
seemed to know exactly what to do with her catch. She removed
the beak within seconds of reaching the shore, and ate the puffin
in less than five minutes, leaving only the wings and beak.”

Photographer: Richard Shucksmith
			
/SCOTLAND: The Big Picture
Image number: 01551506
Next page: 01551507

Catch of the Day
European river otter (Lutra lutra) coming ashore with Atlantic puffin
(Fratercula arctica), Shetland, Scotland, UK, June.
“The Shetland Isles, off the coast of Scotland, have the highest
density of otters in Europe and I have spent countless hours following and observing them foraging along the coastline. I’ve seen
them catch many different prey species, but I never thought I’d see
an otter catch a puffin – something that, as far as I know, had never been witnessed before. It happened one early morning in June.
I was making my way along the coast, when I spotted this female,
which I happen to know quite well. I watched her swim towards a
reef about 30 metres out from the shore, where a small group of
puffins were resting on the water. They dove beneath the surface
as she approached, but she followed them. A few seconds later
the otter surfaced again, swimming straight towards me with what
looked like a large fish in her mouth. I was shocked when I focused
my camera on her and realised that what I thought was a fin was
actually a wing! The otter had the puffin’s head in her mouth, and
it was still alive, struggling to break free. I couldn’t believe what
I was seeing; I knew that otters preyed on seabirds, but mainly in
the winter - and I’d never expected to see it. However, this female
seemed to know exactly what to do with her catch. She removed
the beak within seconds of reaching the shore, and ate the puffin
in less than five minutes, leaving only the wings and beak.”

European river otter (Lutra lutra) coming ashore with Atlantic puffin (Fratercula arctica), Shetland, Scotland, UK, June.
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Leading the Herd
African elephant sensing with it’s trunk - remote camera perspective (Loxodonta africana). Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya.
Dec.
“The fabled memory of elephants is no myth. They are creatures
of habit, travelling along the same routes passed down from one
generation to another. Herds of females are led by a matriarch,
whose role it is to memorise the location of grazing spots and waterholes. So when I spotted this female leading her herd in single
file across the plains, I knew where they would be going. I placed
a remote camera further up their trail and waited. The camera was
upwind, and the matriarch picked up its scent straight away. She
approached, using her trunk to smell and feel it. This shot is the
best of the three I took of her examining the strange object in her
path.”

Photographer: Anup Shah
Image number: 01558398

Making a Splash
Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) emerging from pool with fish, UK, December.
“The dive of a kingfisher is so quick that it’s impossible to see with
the naked eye - but shooting at 1/2000th second allowed me to
freeze the motion in all its glory. The hide I was using was quite interesting as every day it flooded with the tide, so sometimes I was
sitting in the middle of a lake with the water lapping around my
waist - a very strange feeling and not that pleasant in the depths of
winter but worth every second.”

Photographer: Andy Rouse
Image number: 01536898

Flock
Great flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus) feeding in sludge at bottom of river, Pont De Gau Park, Rhone River, France.
“I photographed these greater flamingos in Camargue, France.
By nature they are wild birds, but this flock has settled on the
reservation and become tame to visitors, allowing them to be
photographed from a few meters away. I placed my camera in a
waterproof housing and retreated so that the birds could appraoch
of their own accord. A fisheye lens enabled me to capture a wide
angle shot of the flock as they crowded around the camera. I used
a remote control to tigger the shutter from a distance.”

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01531797

Red Light District
Mistle thrush (Turdus viscivorus) nest in traffic light. Leeds, UK.
July.
“When you’ve been photographing birds in the city for a long time,
people get to know that that’s what you do, so if they see something cool—like a bird nesting in a traffic light—they’ll send you an
email. The birds were nesting over a busy intersection in Leeds,
UK. I didn’t want to disturb them, so didn’t get too close or stay
long. I’m not sure why the thrushes chose to nest in a traffic light,
which is quite exposed, not to mention the constantly flashing
light. Possible benefits include the overhang, which shields the
nest from rain, and the hustle and bustle of the intersection, which
could be a deterrent to sparrowhawks that hunt in the area.”

Photographer: Sam Hobson
Image number: 01530920; 01530929 (inset)

Battle of the Groupers
Two male Dusky groupers (Epinephelus marginatus) fighting for
territory during mating season at ‘baixa do meros’, a small pinnacle at Formigas islets Protected area, near Santa Maria Island,
Azores.
“The fight between these male dusky groupers began with a seemingly harmless interaction. I’d noticed, over several days of diving
at this site, that the males were very lively, and showed signs of
aggression towards each other as they chased after the smaller
females, so I manoeuvred myself into position and waited to see
what would happen.
All dusky groupers start life as females, and it’s only when they’re
older and larger that some develop into males. They can be highly
antagonistic towards each other and I watched this fight escalate
quickly. They were so absorbed in their battle that they paid no
attention to me. The fight ended with the victor badly injuring the
lower jaw of its rival.”

Photographer: Jordi Chias
Image number: 01550477

Neck & Neck
American Alligator (Alligator mississippiensis) split level, Everglades, USA, January.
“Male giraffes fight with their necks, the most powerful and manoeuvrable weapon they have. Fights break out over the right to
mate with females in the area, or to establish dominance between
rival males. Because their necks are so long, fighting giraffes
appear to move in slow motion. But the blows these two delivered
each other were very hard. Although it looked scary, neither were
badly injured. The larger giraffe on the left emerged the victor, with
the smaller male accepting defeat and walking away.”

Photographer: Ingo Arndt
Image number: 01542863; 01542865 (inset)

Fireworks
European otter (Lutra lutra) shaking off water, Kiskunsagi National
Park, Hungary, January.
“I was spending my days and nights taking photos of grey herons
in a hide built for birds, when by chance an otter appeared. Every
night for a month I sat in the hide and the otter kept returning to
fish. As the days went by, baby otters started appearing too - in
this image, the adult is feeding one of the kits and teaching it how
to fish for itself.
European otters are a rare and hardly observed species. From my
hide I could photograph them by lamplight, without causing any
disturbance. The ‘fireworks’ in the image were created by the adult
shaking water from its fur. A slow shutter speed recorded the motion of the spraying droplets, lit by the lamp, and a flash at the end
of the exposure recorded the otters themselves in sharp focus.”

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01531906
Next page: 01531890

European otters (Lutra lutra) feeding at water’s edge with splashing water, Kiskunsagi National Park, Hungary, January.

(c) Bence Mate/naturepl.com

Ambush
Bengal tiger (Panthera tigris tigris) female ‘Noor T19’ bringing
down Sambar deer (Rusa unicolor) Ranthambhore, India.
“Ranthambore National Park is one of the best places in India to
see and photograph wild tigers. Their presence can be felt everywhere; even when you can’t see them, you know that you’re in tiger
country. I’ve been working there for years, getting to know individual tigers, which is essential if you’re going to photograph them
well, as they each have their own personalities, reputations and
legends. The holy grail of tiger photography is nailing a shot of this
powerful cat making a kill in the open. It is extremely rare to see,
and after taking this image I felt like I’d won some kind of photographic lottery.
I’d been following this female through a stone valley when she
suddenly bent low to the ground. I knew from working with her
before that she’d spotted her prey. But it wasn’t until I heard the
clatter of rocks that I saw the sambar deer emerging from some
bushes nearby. The tigress pounced and overtook the deer in seconds, leaping on its back and pulling it down in a show of speed
and strength. I’ve seen a lot of predators take down their prey, but
this was something else. The power and focus of this tigress was
incredible.”

Photographer: Andy Rouse
Image number: 01540575; 01540568 (inset)

Rainbow Rafter
Raft spider (Dolomedes fimbriatus) female on Heathland pool,
Surrey, UK
“The heathland pools of Surrey are home to this most fascinating
of spider species. Able to walk on water, the raft spider Dolomedes
fimbriatus can detect vibrations from prey transmitted across the
surface of the pools it stalks. It feeds on tadpoles, insects and
even small fish, which it hauls out of the water.
With its legs spread out in perfect symmetry, this individual was
resting on the surface of a curiously coloured pool. The effect is
caused by chemoautotrophic bacteria, which oxidise iron and
manganese in the water, creating a tinted film. This naturally-occurring phenomenon, called ‘thin film interference’ can be replicated by an oil film - such as when petrol drips into a puddle.”
I got down as low as possible to take this image, looking the
elegant predator straight in the eyes. It was a moment well worth
getting soaked for!”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01523259

Connect Prisons With Nature
Inmates of the Cedar Creek Corrections Center raising endangered
Oregon spotted frog (Rana pretiosa) Prisoners in this facility are
raising endangered frogs for release in the wild, as part of the
Sustainability in Prisons Project. Cedar Creek Correction Center,
Washington, USA.
“As a nature photographer, I never thought I’d find myself working
in a prison, but the process of making this image was a powerful experience. It shows an Oregon spotted frog, an endangered
species which is being given a helping hand as part of the Sustainability in Prisons Project, or SPP - a partnership founded by The
Evergreen State College and The Washington State Department
of Corrections. The SPP slogan, “Connect Prisons with Nature”,
encapsulates the work being done here in the Cedar Creek Corrections Center. The frogs are bred in captivity by the inmates, who
release them into the wild themselves. It’s difficult not to see the
symbolism behind this, and the project benefits both the inmates
and their amphibian charges, which have an incredible survival
rate. It was a privilege to see how these inmates, from their prison,
were able to make a positive contribution towards a better world.”

Photographer: Cyril Ruoso
Image number: 01542308; 01542306 (inset)

Armed to the Teeth
Fangtooth moray eel (Enchelycore anatina) with mouth open,
Grand Canaria, Canary Islands, Spain. East Atlantic Ocean.
“When you eat scaly, slimy fish you need sharp teeth to ensnare
your prey. This fangtooth moray eel, with its gaping maw full of
teeth resembling shards of glass, is no exception. It is fairly common in the waters around the Canary Islands, where I took this
photo. Moray eels open their mouths whenever they feel threatened, but although they might appear ferocious, they don’t attack
unless provoked.”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536825

Duck & Dive
Male Eider (Somateria mollissima) under water, diving for food,
Trondelag, Norway.
“Eiders have to swim for their food. Their expert diving skills allow
them to pluck shellfish from the sea bed, and their hefty bills are
capable of cracking open the mussels and whelks they find, as
well as trickier fare such as crabs and sea urchins. Smaller prey is
swallowed whole and processed in the gizzard, which grinds down
tough shells to access the soft flesh inside.
I took this photo on the Trøndelag coast of central Norway, where
eiders flock in winter to feed in the protected bays and fjords.
The water is icy cold, with strong currents, so I had to work blind,
photographing the eiders with a pole-mounted, remote-controlled
camera lowered into the water. It took me three years, and around
100,000 frames, before I finally got the image I’d been waiting
for.”

Photographer: Pål Hermansen
Image number: 01537760

More Than It Can Chew
Hamerkop (Scopus umbretta) tossing frog prey in beak, Mkuze,
South Africa
“I was photographing in a hide near a waterhole when this
hamerkop appeared with a frog in its beak. The bird had bitten off
more than it could chew and was tossing the frog repeatedly, trying
to turn it so that it could be swallowed. After about 15 minutes,
during which the hamerkop seemed to be playing with its prey, it
finally gave up and let the frog go.”

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01531740; 01531842

Thaw
Dove’s-foot crane’s-bill leaf (Geranium molle) and algae in ice with
air bubbles, Sierra de Grazalema Natural Park, southern Spain,
February.
“On a cold winter morning in Andalusia’s Sierra de Grazalema Natural Park, I was investigating some frozen ponds and photographing the colourful scenes trapped beneath the ice. In an area more
exposed to the sun, freshwater algae were visible in the shallow
water, and I was drawn to the contrast between the vibrant greens
and the red edges of some Geranium leaves, interspersed with a
multitude of frozen oxygen bubbles. The warmth of the sun created
thaw lines in the ice.”

Photographer: Andres M. Dominguez
Image number: 01533345
Next page: 01533347

Portuguese oak and Blackberry leaves in ice, Sierra de Grazalema Natural Park, southern Spain,

(c) Andres M. Dominguez/naturepl.com

Cold Embrace
Common frog (Rana temporaria) migration during spring, pair
moving to breeding pond in amplexus, Alps, France, May.
“The European frog is a common species, and widespread
throughout its range. Every spring, after waking from hibernation, these frogs migrate to freshwater pools, to mate and spawn.
Throughout much of their range, they begin breeding in March to
April, moving on cool rainy nights to avoid overexposure to the sun.
But up here in the Alps, where conditions are harsher, they emerge
as late as early June and migrate during the warmer daylight hours.
The window to observe them marching across the snowy alpine
plain is limited to just 3 or 4 days per year. After that, the snow
quickly melts and the landscape transforms.
The ratio of males to females is typically 5:1, and the mating
competition is so intense that some males will mount a female as
early as Autumn, gripping her around the back in the typical mating position known as ‘amplexus’. They will then remain like this
throughout hibernation and let the female carry them to the breeding pool in June.
With this image, I wanted to show how animals can adapt to harsh
conditions at the very edge of their biological limits, and the amazing solutions evolution can devise to solve a problem.”

Photographer: Cyril Ruoso
Image number: 01547259

Perfect Balance
Great white shark (Carcharodon carcharias) leaping out of water to
predate seal, Seal Island, False Bay, South Africa, July.
“I have been working with great white sharks for over 20 years,
and during that time, my team and I have collected data on all
the natural predation events seen at Seal Island, in South Africa’s
False Bay. Our database now has over 10,000 catalogued events
of white sharks attacking seals. Every attack is different - some are
quick , whilst others may involve a protracted chase. The longer
the chase, the more the outcome swings in favour of the seal. As
the more agile species, seals can outlast the pursuing predators,
forcing the sharks to give up or risk wasting too much energy. In
this instance, the chase lasted for around 30 seconds, with the
shark making two or three lunges before catching the seal. This
is a longer chase than normal; in many cases the sharks catch the
seals in their first strike, utilising stealth to take them by surprise.
At the end of the day the success rate of the sharks is a shade
under 50% - a testimony to the perfect balance between predator
and prey.”

Photographer: Chris Fallows
Image number: 01544389

Shake Your Tail Feather
Pin-tailed whydah (Vidua macroura) male displaying to female,
Masai Mara, Kenya.
“For years I had wanted to photograph the display of a male pintailed whydah, but the opportunity always eluded me. Then, one
day in January, on the plains of the Masai Mara, I stumbled across
this special scene.
The male pin-tailed whydah has an elaborate courtship display,
during which his long tail extensions play an important role. Flying
from tree to tree in the hopes of attracting females, he performs
an aerial dance, hovering above the female for up to five minutes
while flicking his tail up and down and singing continuously. Males
are territorial, and polygamous. One male has been recorded with
16 females in his group! I love the fact that the male and female
are really flirting with each other in these images.
One mated, the female will lay her eggs in the nest of another species, usually a waxbill. Because the eggs have a similar appearance, the waxbill is fooled. She will brood the whydah eggs and
raise the chicks as if they were her own.”

Photographer:
Lou Coetzer
Image number:
01533703; 01533705; 		
				01533704

The 8,343
Piles of African elephant ivory set on fire by the Kenya Wildlife
Service (KWS). This burn included over 105 tons of elephant ivory,
worth over $150 million. Nairobi National Park, Kenya, 30th April
2016.
“This was grim viewing indeed: elephant ivory and rhino horn,
scarred and marked by epic lifetimes roaming the savannas and
rain forests of Africa, now lying before me inert and stacked into
eleven giant, lifeless pyres. A sordid testimony to the tragedies
that befell the 8,000 elephant and 343 rhinos whose lives were
cut short by a demand for their body parts.
I had just flown to Nairobi especially to photograph and film the
Kenyan Government burn their stockpile of confiscated ivory and
rhino horn; a bold stand against the illegal trade in these bloodsoaked commodities. It was hard to comprehend the magnitude
of the haul that lay before me. 105 tons of ivory and a ton of rhino
horn - valued at more than 150 million $US - lay primed, fueled
and ready to be ignited by torches held by the presidents of Kenya
and Gabon: Uhuru Kenyatta and Ali Bongo Ondimba. The pyres
would burn for over 24 hours, reducing the gruesome cache to
eleven patches of scorched savanna and a mere scattering of ash.
Afterwards, the wild world felt like a much quieter, more impoverished place.”

Photographer: Jabruson
Image number: 01535774

Monkey’s Best Friend
Hanuman langur (Semnopithecus dussumieri) female grooming a
domestic dog. Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India. March.
“While following a troop of hanuman langurs near the city of Jodhpur, India, I observed some very unusual behaviour. The langurs
appeared to have adopted three feral domestic dogs - and could
be seen grooming the canines. Primates use grooming to form social bonds, but here the langurs were extending the courtesy to another species. Moreover, the dogs seemed to have attached themselves to the troop. They rested when the troop rested and moved
when the troop moved. When two different troops of langurs, each
with its own canine members, met at a territorial boundary, the
‘adopted’ dogs of one troop lined up and behaved aggressively to
the monkeys of the other troop. The dogs themselves were friendly
to each other, but seemed to understand the rivalry between the
langur troops and act as if to say ‘Stay away, these are our monkeys!’ even if the dogs themselves didn’t see each other as rivals.
They may be feral, but these dogs have descended from individuals
that were used to human companionship. Some may have been
attached to humans earlier in their lives, and were later abandoned. So although they’re inclined to be with humans by nature,
it may be possible that they have found human substitutes in the
monkeys. As a dog was groomed, it would relax, close its eyes, and
nearly fall asleep.”

Photographer: Anup Shah
Image number: 01532355; 01532205 (inset)

Little & Large
Fruit beetle (Pachnoda) on leaf, with African elephant (Loxonta
africana) in distance, Masai Mara, Kenya.
“Africa’s wildlife is so frequently photographed that I wanted to do
something different and focus on some of its unsung heroes. This
fruit chafer belongs to a family of beetles that provide essential
ecosystem services, such as nutrient cycling, pollination of flowers, and fertilisation of soil. With this image, I wanted to symbolise
the important role invertebrates play in their environment. I used a
wide angle macro lens to give the chafer dominance in the frame,
while the elephant plays a secondary role. Having both species in
the frame illustrates the connection between them, so I was content to wait half an hour for the elephant to pass.”

Photographer: Laurent Geslin
Image number: 01549953

Coat of Many Colours
Indian Dancers at Corpus Christi Festival, Salasaca Village, near
Ambato Tungurahua Province. Andes, Ecuador, South America.
“In the Ecuadorian village of Salasaca, the Corpus Christi festival
is colourfully celebrated. It is a Roman Catholic religious festival,
where the body of Christ is worshipped, and has become intertwined with the ancient Inca ceremony of Inti Raymi, marking the
return of the sun on the winter solstice. The costumes are tremendously vibrant, consisting of decorated masks and a coat of many
colourful tassels.
In my lifetime, the world has witnessed a massive shrinking of
world cultures and indigenous knowledge, but photographs like
this can help to record ancient traditions for posterity. When I’m
taking pictures of indigenous tribes I’m always very conscious that
I am the foreigner, not them.”

Photographer: Pete Oxford
Image number: 01558401; 01555815 (inset)

Hoist the Colours
Leaf cutter ants (Atta sp) carrying colourful plant matter. Laguna
del Lagarto, Santa Rita, Costa Rica.
“Leaf-cutter ants collect many different types of plant material and
the garden at the Laguna del Lagarto Lodge in Costa Rica is full
of flowers that are invaded by the fastidious insects. The multicoloured fragments shown in this image are being carried back to the
nest by workers that can lift more than 12 times their body weight.
The plant material is not needed for food, but is instead chewed up
into a pulp and used as a substrate for growing a special fungus,
which feeds the colony’s larvae.
I lay on the ground as the colouful procession passed and shot
many thousands of pictures over several days - but I only got a
handful of images that were sharp.”

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01531830
Next page: 01531892

Leaf cutter ants (Atta sp) carrying colourful plant matter, reflected in water, Laguna del Lagarto, Santa Rita, Costa Rica.

(c) Bence Mate/naturepl.com

Full Breach
Minke whale (Baelanoptera acutorostrata) breaching, Bay of Fundy, New Brunswick, Canada, July.
“I was watching this minke whale feed on dense schools of herring
in the Bay of Fundy, on the east coast of Canada. It dove underwater and was nowhere to be seen for several minutes - until
I glanced to my right and saw the entire animal suspended in
midair; it was so close that the resulting splash threw water onto
our boat. Incredibly, the whale continued to make full breaches,
repeatedly diving down and then surging back to the surface,
its broad tail propelling it completely out of the water again and
again. It breached 110 times over the course of an hour, a truly
incredible display of power for an animal weighing over 10 tonnes.
Why whales breach is not fully known; it might have something to
do with display or communication - or perhaps they are trying to
dislodge parasites from their body. Watching this whale, it seemed
equally possible that it was just having fun!”

Photographer: Nick Hawkins
Image number: 01554305

Strut
Greater sage-grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) male displaying
on a lek in snow, Sublette County, Wyoming, USA. April.
“Each morning during the spring months, male Greater sage
grouse congregate on traditional display grounds called leks to
perform their comical ‘strutting displays’ and win the attention of
females. They inflate air sacs in their chest, make a soft bubbling
noise, and strut around with their spiky tail feathers fanned out.
Groups of females observe these displays and select the most
attractive males to mate with.
Photographing this scene is relatively straightforward. All you have
to do is place your hide in the right place, and the birds come to
you. The hardest part is getting up at 4am, entering the hide in the
dark, and waiting in freezing temperatures for the birds to arrive.
That said, getting a bird to line up as symmetrically as this one
rarely happens - that is where the luck comes in.
America’s vast western sagebrush steppe is one of the country’s
most romanticized and enduring landscapes. But like the Great
Plains prairies before them, they are in danger of becoming degraded by human use. The sharp decline of grouse species warns
us of the failing health of sage country, and the need to steward
our public and private lands more responsibly, for both wildlife and
people.”

Photographer: Gerrit Vyn
Image number: 01523665

World of Colours
Bacteria (Lepthotryx discophora) causing iridescent patterns and
White willow tree leaf (Salix alba) in river, Sierra de Grazalema
Natural Park, southern Spain, November.
“Under some willow trees in the mountains of southern Spain, I
discovered a clean, but stagnant backwater of a river. There were
many willow leaves floating on the surface and as I bent to photograph them with my macro lens, the world of iridescent colours left
me surprised.
The effect is caused by bacteria, which create a thin film on the
surface. When light is reflected at a particular angle, the different
wavelengths interfere with each other, reinforcing some colours
and suppressing others.”

Photographer: Andres M. Dominguez
Image number: 01533351

Thorny Subject
Froghopper (Cercopoidea) Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica
“The sounds of the rainforest were all around me as I batted away
an ever-thickening cloud of mosquitoes. Though it was less than
one centimetre in length, this tiny treehopper had my full attention.
The extraordinary branched projections from its pronotum (the
plate-like structure protecting its head and wings) were covered
in tiny hairs, giving it a bizarre appearance. Treehoppers feed on
plant sap with their piercing mouthparts. They have many different
body shapes, some resembling thorns whilst others are covered in
multiple spikes. From a distance they would be easy to miss, but
up close they demand a second look.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01543405

Changing World
Long-beaked common dolphin (Delphinus capensis) breaching in
front of large ship during sardine run, East London, South Africa,
June.
“In a changing world, this common dolphin frolics in the bow wave
of a super tanker off the South African east coast. I was inspired by
a famous Bob Talbot image and always wanted to shoot an image
like this as it really shows how nature has had to adapt to new
pressures constantly forced upon it. Sometimes, these pressures
can have deadly consequences, but in this case the dolphin actually seemed to enjoy riding in front of the steel giant.”

Photographer: Chris & Monique Fallows
Image number: 01544366

Fire and Water
Red hot lava from Kilauea Volcano flowing into ocean at West Kailiili, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Big Island, Hawaiian Islands,
USA.
“I first experienced the incredible spectacle of Hawaii’s Kilauea
Volcano in the early 1970’s when I was a student at the University
of Hawaii, Hilo, but it wasn’t until the 1990’s that I began photographing the dramatic displays of the earth’s interior bleeding out
onto the surface. I was most interested in the battle between fire
and water that occurs when the lava reaches the sea and began
making early morning excursions to the lava flow, by boat. Often it
was too rough to hold a camera still or keep it dry. Many times the
lava was obscured by clouds of steam. Usually, it was impossible
to focus due to the combination of steam, heat waves, and predawn darkness. There were periods of years when the lava didn’t
reach the ocean at all - and when it did, it was often just a small
drip. Even if the lava conditions were perfect, there might be a period of only ten minutes or so between it being too dark to get the
shot and too bright that the sun washed out the colours.
Finally, after 35 years of trying, I was able to capture this moment
when multiple red-orange streams of liquid lava poured over
the Hawaiian sea cliffs to explode into steam and pumice in the
ocean. It took 1/160 sec. to freeze the scene and 35 years to get
myself into the right spot at the right time.”

Photographer: Doug Perrine
Image number: 01521035

Peephole
Phantasmal poison-frog (Epipedobates anthonyi) seen through
hole in leaf. Buenaventura Reserve, El Oro, Ecuador.
“Phantasmal poison frogs (Epipedobates anthonyi) are one of the
most toxic amphibians on the planet, with a poison 200 times
more powerful than morphine. They acquire their toxicity from
their diet, which includes poisonous ants and other insects. But
despite their formidable defences, these frogs are classified as
near-threatened. They live in a remnant of the Chocó Rainforest,
globally recognized as one of the world’s most biologically and
culturally diverse regions, which is under constant pressure from
deforestation and the palm oil industry.
I was photographing a group of these surprisingly small frogs,
which are less than an inch in size, in Ecuador’s Buenaventura
Reserve. Laying down on the ground among the colourful leaf
litter, I was getting bitten by ants, and the frogs weren’t co-operating either. They were constantly moving around, making my job
very difficult. When I spotted this individual through a hole in a leaf
I knew I had to act fast. Luckily it settled long enough for me to
photograph it!”

Photographer: Lucas Bustamante
Image number: 01541884

Inside the Flock
Low angle view of Demoiselle crane (Anthropoides virgo) flying
and feeding during winter migration. Khichan, Western Rajasthan,
India. December.
“The residents of Khichan, a small village in western Rajasthan,
India, have a special affinity to these demoiselle cranes (called
“Khura” in the local language). The arrival of the birds is considered auspicious and several years ago the villagers started putting
grain out for the few dozen birds that stopped on the edge of the
Thar Desert during their migration from their breeding grounds in
Eurasia. In recent years, the number of cranes visiting Khichan has
massively increased and the daily arrival of up to 15,000 demoiselle cranes from as early as August to as late as March has become one of India’s greatest wildlife spectacles.
I wanted to portray the birds from the perspective of the grain, so I
dug a small hole in the ground and placed my camera inside with a
fisheye lens at ground level. The cranes came in droves, exploring
the lens and pecking at it. This brought its own unique challenge. If
the first few frames were not suitable, the rest would be unusable,
as the lens would be covered with dust, feathers and footmarks. I
made week-long trips for three consecutive months of winter to get
this perspective.”

Photographer: Yashpal Rathore
Image number: 01544476
Next page: 01544511

Demoiselle crane (Anthropoides virgo) resting on sand dunes during winter migration, Khichan, Western Rajasthan, India.

(c) Yashpal Rathore/naturepl.com

Braving the Storm
Mountain Hare (Lepus timidus) in winter coat hunkered against
rock partially covered in snow, Scotland
“The biggest challenge to photographing mountain hares in winter
time is locating them in the first place - such is their camouflage
that they blend seamlessly with the snow. And it’s a good thing too,
when there are patrolling golden eagles around. This was a bitterly
cold day, and a stiff breeze was blowing fresh snow horizontally,
adding to the considerable wind chill. Not that it seemed to bother
the hare too much. Remaining virtually motionless, and concealed
against a rock, it seemed unperturbed by the piling snow, which
completely covered one side of its face. I envied its composure as
I struggled to feel the shutter button on my camera through thick
mitts. My fingers were totally numb, but I was intent on capturing
the hostile yet beautiful world of the mountain hare. I left after an
hour, during which the hare hardly flinched. It was conserving its
energy for nightfall, when it would venture out into the white world,
scraping through snow to feed on vegetation. I was just thankful to
be returning home to a warm fire!”

Photographer: Mark Hamblin
Image number: 01551453

A Gathering of Giants
Large aggregation of Sperm whales (Physeter macrocephalus) engaged in social activity. Note the abundance of sloughed off skin
in the water, resulting from tactile contact among the whales, with
cloud of faeces in the background. Indian Ocean. March.
“Entering the water with hundreds of socializing sperm whales can
be an intimidating experience, but after more than 16 years of
experience interacting with cetaceans, I trusted them. Nevertheless, with bodies bumping and flukes flying, being able to read the
whales’ movements and anticipate their actions was crucial.
Sperm whales are highly social, with multiple social units sometimes coming together in large “clans”, comprising thousands
of individuals. Exactly why they gather like this is not fully understood.
I found this aggregation in
a spot where squid - the
main food source for sperm
whales - was abundant.
But they were doing more
than just eating. Watching
carefully, I noticed that they
were rubbing against each
other, and the physical
contact was dislodging
flakes - sometimes entire
sheets - of skin, which floated in the water like translucent dandruff (in the image, you can see the darker, fresh patches of skin
underneath the old). Whales slough their skin regularly, perhaps
to reduce the risk of infections or rid themselves of external parasites, but it was fascinating to see the process in action. Also
curious was the way that group defecation played a prominent role
in the proceedings. Dozens of whales were defecating simultaneously, turning the seawater into an oily soup (visible in the background). Their behaviour appeared almost euphoric, so obvious
was their delight in each other’s company. As I watched the riotous
reunion, a cacophony of excited whale chatter assaulted my ears:
creaks and crackles, clicks, buzzes and pops permeated the water
and my body as the whales pinged each other with sound. I could
feel their connection as powerfully as I heard it.”

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 01534837; 01531287 (inset)

Buffalo Rodeo
Lionesses (Panthera leo) trying to bring down African buffalo
(Syncerus caffer) Londolozi Private Game Reserve, Sabi Sands
Game Reserve, South Africa.
“I have been photographing African wildlife for many years and
have seen lots of interesting moments, but this enounter is one of
the most incredible things I’ve ever witnessed.
One day, heading back to camp after a morning safari, I noticed
a herd of buffalos. Usually, when you see these herds, you can
expect a number of lions to be close by - and this time was no
exception. A lone male buffalo had wandered away from the herd,
stalked by several lionesses hiding behind thick bushes. At the
opportune moment, one of the female lions rushed from cover
and charged towards the buffalo. In the next 15-20 minutes a real
battle of giants unfolded. The buffalo was very strong and the lions
couldn’t knock him down. When he sought refuge in the water,
one of the lions leapt on his back. The loud cries from the buffalo
attracted the attention of the herd and all the males immediately
rushed to help their distressed comrade. Eventually, the buffaloes
won.”

Photographer: Sergey Gorshkov
Image number: 01545210

Lobster Quartet
Four California spiny lobsters (Panulirus interruptus) shelter beneath a boulder in a kelp forest. Santa Barbara Island, Channel
Islands. Los Angeles, California, United States of America. North
East Pacific Ocean.
A group of lobsters shelter beneath a rock ledge in the California
Channel Islands near Los Angeles. Above them, giant kelp fronds
form a dense, floating forest. The two are intrinsically linked - without predation pressure from the lobsters, the kelp would be overrun by sea urchins. In areas where overfishing reduces the number
of lobsters and other urchin predators such as sheephead fish (see
inset) the kelp forests can become barren. Left unchecked, the urchins’ voracious appetites reduces them to nothing but bare rock,
leading to cascading implications for other species that depend on
the habitat.

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536828; 01536820 (inset)

Mob Rule
Juvenile White tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla)in flight, with
Hooded crow (Corvus cornix) mobbing it, Lake Csaj, Kiskunsagi
National Park, Pusztaszer, Hungary. January.
“White-tailed eagles are top predators, primarily subsisting on a
diet of fish - but they can modify their foraging strategy depending on weather conditions and food availability. Carrion (such as
deer and wild boar) also form part of their diet, as do small birds.
This eagle has entered the territory of a hooded crow, resulting in
an aggressive response from the smaller bird. Crows often work
together to harrass predators and drive them away, particularly
during the nesting season. This mobbing behaviour - which includes dive-bombing, defecating and loud squawking designed to
recruit more individuals to the mob, helps to advertise the location
of predators and reduce their stealth.”

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01531795

Standing Guard
Fleischmann’s Glassfrog (Hyalinobatrachium fleischmanni) male
attending eggs on underside of leaf. Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica.
“Deep in the rainforests of Costa Rica’s Osa Peninsula, a male
Fleischmann’s glassfrog guards his eggs on the underside of a
leaf. When the tadpoles hatch, they will drop straight into the
stream that the leaf overhangs. The male will occasionally sit
on the egg mass and empty his bladder to keep the eggs moist.
Glassfrogs are so called because they have transparent undersides through which their organs can be seen. The two egg masses
shown here are at different stages of development - in the lower
left clump, the tadpoles’ tails are clearly visible.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01543398

New Species Discovered in China:
Skywalker Gibbon
Young male Skywalker Hoolock Gibbon, Hoolock tianxing, in the
Xiangbai mountains of Yunnan i n southern China. This species
was separated from the Eastern Hoolock Gibbon in January 2017.
“In November 2016 I was invited to the South China province of
Yunnan, to photograph the natural beauty of Dehong region. One
of the places I visited was the small mountain town of Xiangbai.
Here I spent three days with the local Lisu people, who have a
beautiful boreal rainforest surrounding their village. Outside forces
are pushing to get in and cut the forest down, and what we wanted
to do was promote eco-tourism as a more long-term solution to
making money from the forest, while still keeping the animals that
call it home. During my stay, I was lucky enough to shoot what I
thought was the eastern hoolock gibbon. Even though there are six
family groups living within reach of the village, they were very hard
to find and photograph.
Then, in January 2017, I heard the news that researchers had announced a Chinese gibbon species new to science: the Skywalker
hoolock. In studying the genetic characteristics of wild gibbons
and museum specimens, they had determined that the gibbons
living east of the Irawaddy-Nmai Hka rivers (previously thought
to be eastern gibbons) were actually a distinct species. The ‘Star
Wars’-inspired name is a reference to the gibbons’ arboreal lifestyle, as well as the mysticism that surrounds them in Chinese
culture.
Based on the isolated distribution of the Skywalker hoolock
gibbon, I was sure it was the same as the animal I’d just photographed. Further consultation with my contacts in China confirmed
it.”

Photographer: Roy Mangersnes
Image number: 01558518; 01558515

Viperfish
Black dragonfish (Malacosteus niger) deep sea species with a light
organ beneath its eye. Atlantic Ocean off Cape Verde.
This species has bioluminescent ‘flashlight’ organs beneath each
eye. It is among the small group of deep sea fish that are able to
both emit red light and see it, enabling them to lluminate their
prey without the victims ever knowing about it – and without ringing the dinner bell for other predatory species. Like many of its
dragonfish relatives, this species has an enormous gape. The head
can hinge backwards, allowing the jaw - which takes up over 20%
of the fish’s length - to shoot out and impale prey with its sharp
fangs. Surprisingly, given these fearsome adaptations, this species feeds mainly on copepods - tiny crustaceans often less than
1mm in size. Scientists believe that these small creatures provide
the chemicals that the fish uses in its eyes to see red light. When it
gets the chance, however, this predator can still revert to its ancestral feeding habits and devour much larger organisms, before
going back to snacking on the copepods.

Photographer: Solvin Zankl
Image number: 01543210

Eel Larva
Deep sea eel Leptocephalus larva (Elopomorpha) deep sea species from Atlantic Ocean off Cape Verde.
Leptocephali are the flat and transparent larval stages of eels and
other related fish. They look very different from their adult counterparts, with laterally compressed bodies filled with transparent
jelly. The rib-like structures are muscle fibres called myomeres.

Photographer: Solvin Zankl
Image number: 01543229

Once in a Lifetime
Unique view of a blooming Century Plant (Agave americana).
Pasadena, CA
“This image shows the enormous, 30 foot flowering stalk of
an Agave americana living in my backyard. This plant flowers
only once in its lifetime, after which it dies back. The species is
also known as the century plant, owing to the fact that it is very
slow-growing and takes many years (although not as may as 100)
to bloom.
The agave is native to very arid environments in Mexico and the
southern US, where it can take between 10-30 years to accumulate enough water and build sufficient sugar stores to produce its
grandiose flowering stalk. If cut down early, the sugary sap can be
harvested as aguamiel (“honey water”) and fermented into a sour
and yeasty drink called pulque. Otherwise, all that sugar serves
as the reward for pollinators that may come from miles away to
feast on the blooms. The flowers of this specimen attracted all the
neighborhood’s hummingbirds – at times there were 8 or more
birds buzzing around it! The patio below the flowering stalk was
wet and sticky with nectar droplets, so there must have been plenty to go around.
After the flowers are pollinated they form seed capsules, some of
which develop into tiny agave “plantlets” or “bulbils” while still on
the stalk. When the stalk dries out and falls to the ground these
little plantlets are scattered, ready to start the next generation.”

Photographer: Floris van Breugel
Image number: 01549712

Electric Reefs
Diver looking at artificial reef in Permuteran Bay, Bali Island,
Indonesia.
“It sounds like a marine Frankenstein project: Graft coral onto a
skeleton of reinforcement steel, shock it, and “It’s alive!”
With reefs besieged on all fronts, the Global Coral Reef Alliance is
stepping in to take charge. Literally. Their Biorock™ “reefs” - metal
constructs of various shapes - are assisting in coral recovery and
restoring degraded coastal reef habitats in 20 countries, like here
in Permuteran Bay on Bali’s northwest shore.
Wired to onshore solar panels, windmills, or other sources of electricity, the Biorock is charged with a low-voltage current, causing
minerals in the seawater to precipitate onto the steel frame and
form a limestone layer. Scientists then attach small sprigs of
salvaged coral, which quickly become cemented into place by the
accumulating limestone. These transplants grow two to six times
faster than normal. And wild coral larvae drifting by happily settle
down and sprout with vigor.
Amped up Biorock corals can better cope with environmental
stresses including pollution, sedimentation, and climate change.
In 1998’s catastrophic El Nino bleaching event, 50-80% of corals
on Maldivian electric reefs survived the dramatically elevated water temperatures (as opposed to just 5-10% on adjacent off-grid
reefs).
Biorock technology presents an effective opportunity to not only
jumpstart coral restoration projects, but create vital habitat,
build fish populations, and support local communities through
enhanced diving and snorkeling ecotourism. It even helps prevent
beach erosion.”

Photographer: Brandon Cole
Image number: 01517453

Maelstrom
Gannets (Morus bassanus) diving to feed on discarded fish, Shetland, Scotland, UK, April.
“Hundreds of gannets were circling my boat, waiting for the fish
I was throwing over the side. When a single bird dives, the others
see it as an indicator that some food has been sighted - and before
you know it 20, 30, 40 birds are diving together, all chasing the
same thing. Gannets plunge dive from 9-15 metres above the
water, hitting the water at speeds of up to 100 kilometres per hour.
Air sacs in their head and neck inflate to reduce the chance of
impact injuries, and their nostrils are fused, preventing water from
entering the sinuses.
Waiting underwater with my camera, I could hear the impact of the
birds as they pummelled the surface, their torpedo-like shapes
rocketing into my viewfinder. Thankfully, the gannets were only
interested in the fish, so I never had to worry that one might collide with me - which was fortunate, because it took all my focus to
capture the lightning-fast action that was happening in front of my
eyes.”

Photographer: Richard Shucksmith			
			
/SCOTLAND: The Big Picture
Image number: 01551554

Night Flight
Low angle shot of Ural owl (Strix uralensis) female returning to its
nest at night. Southern Estonia, May.
“This shot represents the fulfilment of a dream I had for many
years, to photograph a Ural owl against a starry sky. Ural owls
usually nest in the forest, which means the sky is concealed by
the treetops. But during one long winter, this female’s forest nest
was covered in a blanket of snow and she was forced into a more
open, clear cut area. Being familiar with the nesting behaviour of
Ural owls I knew that at some point during the night, she would
have to leave her nest for a few minutes, to stretch her wings - and
this would give me the opportunity to get the image I wanted.
Nevertheless, it wasn’t easy. There are only so many starry nights
without the moon or cloud cover. I got lucky with a stretch of six
clear nights in a row, and I spent all of them lying underneath a
tree next to my owl’s nest. I took this shot on the fifth night. The
hardest thing besides the sub zero temperatures and fogging-up
of my equipment was judging when to press the shutter. Even with
my eyes adjusted to the darkness, it was still very difficult to judge
where the owl was in my frame, if it was there at all!”

Photographer: Sven Zacek
Image number: 01519065

Leftovers
Herring gulls (Larus argentatus) feeding on discarded chips. Blackpool, UK. August.
“Blackpool is a typical British seaside town, where people go to
eat fish and chips and spend time by the sea. As with any coastal
towns, local gulls rely heavily on abandoned food. When I finished
picking through my own bag of chips, I used my leftovers to set up
this shot. I hid my camera in a chips bag, set up a remote release,
and waited for the gulls to descend. They were reluctant to come
down at first, but when they did, they came down in a big group.
Within 30 seconds, all the chips were gone - and I had the shot
I was looking for, with the iconic Blackpool tower looming in the
background.”

Photographer: Sam Hobson
Image number: 01530946

Salt Seeker
Julia heleconia (Dryas julia) butterfly on head of Yacare caiman
(Caiman yacare) Pantanal, Brazil.
“This image had me lying flat on my stomach in a small boat, trying
to get a good angle on the action. Mosquitoes had declared war on
me and amidst a relentless attack I managed to capture the beauty of this moment.
It’s not rare for butterflies to land on caimans. They feed on
the reptiles’ tears, which are rich in minerals such as salt - a vital
nutrient hard to find in nature.”

Photographer: Wim van den Heever
Image number: 01529788

Shark Hatching
Spotted catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula) just hatched from egg
case that is on Seafan (Paramuricea clavata), Ullastres seamount,
Costa Brava, Llafranch, Catalunya, Spain
“Spotted catsharks are oviparous, which means they lay eggs,
unlike some other species of shark that give birth to live young.
Females come inshore to lay their eggs in the warmer months.
The embryos take 5-11 months to develop, depending on the sea
temperature, and the pups typically measure 9-10cm at the time
of hatching. Adults can reach up to 1 metre in size.
I first spotted this egg 5 months before hatching and regularly returned in order to document the growth of the embryo inside. After
approximately 4 months, the catshark was completely formed,
but it still had the yolk sac. At that point I started to visit the egg
more regularly as I knew the birth would be imminent. In the last
few days, the yolk sac almost disappeared and the shark began
moving around a lot inside the egg case. When I arrived late in the
afternoon on the day of hatching, the shark already had its head
out. I waited more than an hour, without moving, until it started to
wriggle free.
Every other time I‘ve found a shark egg and monitored it, I’ve
missed the moment of hatching, so it was exciting to photograph
this baby emerging into the colourful world of the Ullastres seamount in Costa Brava, Spain. The egg was at a depth of 25m so I
extended my dives using a rebreather (an apparatus that absorbs
the carbon dioxide in exhaled breaths but permits the rebreathing/
recycling of unused oxygen). This allowed me to stay underwater
for longer, and catch the crucial moment.”

Photographer: Jordi Chias
Image number: 01538092

Shark Tagging
[Left] MAR Alliance researchers with Great Hammerhead shark
(Sphryna mokarran) captured for scientific research, Lighthouse
Reef Atoll, Belize.
“Sharks are on the decline on the Meso American reef in Belize.
Working with MAR Alliance, a Belizean marine based NGO, I was
there to document shark tagging for their continued research.
Once caught, vital stats are taken, including length, sex, species
ID etc. before the animal is tagged and released. People need to
understand how few sharks are really left and how important they
are within the ecosystem. This research is critical to that understanding. Thousands of sharks meanwhile in Belize are killed every
year on long lines by local and international fishers.”

Photographer: Pete Oxford
Image number: 01540862
Next page: 01540856

(c) Pete Oxford/naturepl.com

Caribbean reef shark (Carcharhinus perezi) about to be released after sampling to determine methyl mercury levels by MAR
Alliance, Lighthouse Reef Atoll, Belize.

Pluviophile
Copse snail (Arianta arbustorum) on oak tree branch in rain, Nationalpark Hohe Tauern / High Tauern National Park, Austria. May.
“I took this photo of a copse snail (Arianta arbustorum) in the
Hohen Tauern National Park in Austria. This snail is found in the
mountains at heights of up to 2,700 metres. A self-made rain
drop generator released 6 drops at a time while a photo was taken
automatically shortly after the release. It was quite dry when I took
the pictures but the copse snail is attracted by rain and moisture. I
wanted to show that some animals are pluviophiles - they actually
like the rain!”

Photographer: Solvin Zankl
Image number: 01522848

Butterflies of the Sea
Studio image of multiple Nudibranch species. Gulen, Norway.
North East Atlantic Ocean. Digital composite.
Nudibranchs, or sea slugs, are sometimes called the ‘butterflies
of the sea’ - rivalling their namesake in both beauty and diversity
of colours. The word nudibranch means “naked gills”, after the
feathery protrusions many species carry on their backs. They live
their lives fully exposed, without the shells of their snail ancestors,
but this doesn’t mean they’re defenceless. Despite their beauty,
many species are toxic - either manufacturing their own poisons
or obtaining them from the foods they eat. Some even ingest
stinging cells from corals, anemones and hydroids. Immune to the
chemical deterrents and stinging weaponry in their food, the nudibranchs’ brilliant colours are a warning to predators that they’re
distasteful and toxic.

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536795

Bad Manners
Great White Egret (Egretta alba) Hungary January 2014 and Grey
Heron (Ardea cinerea) fighting over food. Jalohaikara, Hungary.
“In winter, when temperatures fall below zero, fishing birds gather
at places where the water hasn’t frozen, in search of food - and
where there is food in short supply, there is also competition. This
egret and heron came to blows over a fish the egret had caught.
Both species are hostile towards each other - and sometimes they
even lose the catch they’ve been fighting over - but despite being
smaller, it is usually the heron that wins. This time was no different. The heron seized its chance to pilfer the egret’s breakfast, and
walked away a little less hungry.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01558400

Dolphin Choreography
Dusky dolphins (Lagenorhynchus obscurus) group of three porpoising, Puerto Madryn, Peninsula Valdez, Argentina, December.
“We were looking for orcas near Puerto Madryn in Argentina when
we happened upon a group of very playful dusky dolphins, a species known for their acrobatics. It is almost as though one tries to
outcompete the next in high jumping ability and then, like a synchronised team, they jump together as though choreographed.”

Photographer: Chris & Monique Fallows
Image number: 01544364

Pest or Guest?
Feral pigeons (Columba livia) with construction cranes behind,
Strasbourg, France, April.
“Some people think of feral pigeons as pests, or occasionally refer
to them as ‘rats with wings’, but they have contributed to human
civilisation more than any other species of bird. Homing pigeons
were used as early as 3,000 years ago to deliver messages, and
they were instrumental in the genesis of global news and in carrying secret, life-saving messages during both World Wars. Their
prevalence in our cities should therefore be seen as a remnant of
their former importance in our society, rather than a nuisance.
This picture was taken in Strasbourg, France, near the
Médiathèque. It is very easy to attract pigeons to a city environment. Our buildings act as perfect substitutes for the steep-sided
cliffs their wild ancestors nested on. What I like about this image
is that it shows wild animals in a very human world. When you look
at them closely, these pigeons almost look like people - especially
when photographed from a low angle in an urban setting.”

Photographer: Laurent Geslin
Image number: 01549822

Beak to Beak
Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula arctica) courtship bonding, Skomer,
Wales, UK, June.
“For most of the year, Atlantic puffins live their lives out at sea,
returning to UK shores between March and April to breed. These
charismatic birds reach breeding age when
they’re between three and six years old - and once mated, they
stick with their partners for life, returning to the same breeding
colony each season and often the very same nest burrow. Their
comical courtship displays, involving bill-knocking and ritualised
walking around the burrow entrance, culminate in a mating pair
producing a single egg per year.
These two sub-adults, most likely born in the previous season, are
not yet old enough to breed. But they returned to colony to partake
in the courtship rituals, just like the adult birds. These practice
runs help them learn the ropes in preparation for finding a suitable
mate later on. It was great fun watching these two youngsters,
which seemed to me like a pair of unruly teenagers.
The UK boasts some very important colonies of Atlantic puffins,
but their future hinges on a healthy marine environment. Throughout the north sea they threatened by declining fish stocks (in
particular, sand eel populations), which is thought to be a consequence of rising sea temperatures.”

Photographer: Danny Green
Image number: 01534315

A Mother’s Embrace
Humpback whale calf (Megaptera novaeangliae) resting under the
chin of its mother. Vava’u, Tonga, Pacific Ocean.
“The most important relationship in a young humpback whale’s
life is with its mother. Juveniles depend entirely on their mothers
for survival for the first ten months or so of life. This little male,
though ever eager to play and explore, always returned to the safety and comfort of his patient and doting mother.”

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 01543078
Next page: 01543101

Humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) calf male with mother. Vava’u, Tonga, Pacific Ocean.

(c) Tony Wu/naturepl.com

The Clan
Spotted hyena (Crocuta crocuta) low angle shot of group taken
with remote camera. Liuwa Plain National Park, Zambia. May.
“Hyenas are highly intelligent, social creatures. They organise
themselves into territorial clans of related individuals, led by the
females. The group is fluid, and related clans can often coalesce
into groups containing up to 80 individuals.
One morning, after I’d been following this clan all night, I deployed
my BeetleCam (a remote controlled buggy I designed, with a
DSLR camera mounted on top to photograph wildlife at very close
range). As soon as they spotted it, the hyenas gathered around
to investigate, allowing me to capture an intimate portrait of this
powerful and curious species.”

Photographer: Will Burrard-Lucas
Image number: 01534088

City Fox
Red fox vixen in front of Brunel’s Clifton Suspension Bridge. Avon
Gorge, Bristol, UK. March
“At this recognisable landmark in front of the Clifton suspension
bridge in Bristol I found a secluded spot where teenagers like to
hang out and local foxes would come to look for leftovers. One
night, I was setting up my camera in the early evening and a fox
came out of the shadows. It came straight over, looked up at me,
then proceeded to try and pinch something from my open camera
bag. After that, it walked up this small ridge and I saw the picture
I wanted to capture. It took about two weeks of long, cold nights
before everything came together in this image.”

Photographer: Sam Hobson
Image number: 01549657

Celestial Slug
Portrait of a Nudibranch (Flabellina pellucida) on a kelp frond with
star trails. Gulen, Norway. North East Atlantic Ocean.
“This image is a digital composite of 80 photos, created using star
trail-stacking software. The nudibranch (or sea slug) was photographed crawling along a kelp frond in Norway. It was February,
when most of the day is dark, but life is already in full swing underwater. Naturalists and scientists have discovered a winter bloom of
nudibranchs in the Gulen municipality, and I was able to see thousands of individuals on a single dive in the frigid waters. Divers are
usually happy to find just one nudibranch on a dive! The sea was
not frozen, but we had -15 degree temperatures out of the water.
All my dive gear would freeze solid overnight and I would have to
put it in the water to defrost it each morning, before turning it on.
The same day that I shot this image, I pointed my camera at the
north star and took a series of long exposures, recording the star
trails that trace the rotation of the earth. The images were later
combined in Photoshop. I wanted to convey the feeling of life
blossoming underwater, despite the lack of daylight during the
Norwegian winter.”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536804

Ground Defence
Great horned owl (Bubo virginianus) in defensive posture. Alberta,
Canada. May.
“Because they are weak, unpractised flyers, fledgling great horned
owls usually end up on the ground for a day or two after first leaving the nest. If you are lucky enough to stumble upon one as I did
in the boreal forest of Alberta, Canada, you may see their defensive display, in which the owl puffs up and raises its wings to make
itself appear larger and more formidable to would-be predators.
This was a situation where I had to act quickly as a photographer. I
had only a few moments to get the shot and then retreat, so as not
to cause the bird greater distress.”

Photographer: Gerrit Vyn
Image number: 01523481

Wonder of the Day
The Scarce Merveille du Jour (Moma alpium) caterpillar with
urticating hairs on English oak tree (Quercus robur) leaf, Stettin
Lagoon, Bay of Szczecin, Germany.
“This image of the Scarce Merveille du Jour caterpillar (Moma alpium) was taken in Stettin Lagoon, Bay of Szczecin, Germany. As an
adult, this species metamorphoses into a moth that camouflages
itself on the trunks of lichen-encrusted trees. From June to September, the caterpillars feed on leaves of the English oak (Quercus
robur) which is where I discovered this one. I used three flashes to
highlight the long, defensive hairs which make these caterpillars
so striking. It’s not hard to see why Merveille de Jour translates as
Wonder of the Day!”

Photographer: Solvin Zankl
Image number: 01522849

Sea Sapphires
These parasitic copepods (Sapphirina sp.) are known as ‘sea sapphires’. Females are translucent, as are the males when they’re not
shining. The secret to their shimmer is in the microscopic layers of
crystal plates inside their cells, which refract light. Various species of male Sapphirina shine in different hues, from bright gold
to deep blue. The colour is dictated by the minute distances between the crystal plates. When the distance matches a particular
wavelength of light, the corresponding colour is bounced back. The
angle of light reflecting off the crystal layers also changes how the
animal looks. At certain angles, the reflectance passes out of the
visible light range and into the invisible ultraviolet range, allowing
Sapphirina to become nearly invisible.

Photographer: Solvin Zankl
Image number: 01543175; 01543236

Erta Ale
An armed soldier watching activity of Erta Ale volcano crater at
dawn. Afar Region, Ethiopia, Africa.
“The Danakil Depression in Ethiopia is one of the most inhospitable deserts in the world. Scorching temperatures, salt lakes, rock
fields and active volcanoes make up a landscape that is dangerous to traverse - and its proximity to the border of Eritrea and risk
of guerrilla attacks means that it can only be visited with an armed
escort. I was there to photograph Erta Ale, one of only a handful
of permanent lava lakes in the world. The ascent of the volcano
has to be made before dawn, as temperatures during the day can
soar higher than 50 degrees Celsius in the Danakil. It took three
hours to reach the crater, where one of the soldiers from our escort
sat down and covered himself with a blanket, as protection from
the searing heat. The conditions are extreme, but it’s well worth
the effort to witness the power of the volcano. It is one of the best
experiences to be had on our living planet.”

Photographer: Enrique Lopez-Tapia
Image number: 01534650

Moss Mimic
Moss mimic stick insect (Trychopeplus laciniatus) camouflaged on
mossy vine. Cordillera de Talamanca mountain range, Caribbean
Slopes, Costa Rica.
“One gets used to surprises in the rainforest, but nothing prepared
me for the sight I witnessed one morning in the montane forests
of the Cordillera de Talamanca mountain range in Costa Rica. A
section of moss appeared to be walking across a twig right in front
of me. As I got closer, I saw that it was this moss mimic stick insect, blending in seamlessly with the surrounding vegetation. The
disguise went beyond just colouration, with its very outline resembling moss - branching and dividing just like the real thing.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01543599

S-Curve
Blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) swimming in s motion, Sri
Lanka, Indian Ocean.
“In general, it’s difficult to approach blue whales. They’re large
and usually move quite quickly through the water, at least by
comparison to people. They need a lot of energy to power their
large bodies, so they’re continually in search of food. In this instance, this particular whale was foraging for krill in deeper water.
This whale seemed to take an interest in my boat the first time we
sighted it. The whale approached closely and swam slowly enough
that I could keep up for a while as it breathed to replenish its air
supply, before diving down again and disappearing into the blue.
Usually, encounters with blue whales end at this point. But about
20 minutes later, the whale resurfaced near our boat and repeated the slow swim-by, again allowing close approach. In total the
whale did this seven times, giving me many opportunities to observe how it moved. The one thing that struck me was how supple
and graceful the whale’s movements are, not at all the impression
one gets when viewing a blue whale from above water. I decided
to take a photo like this because I wanted to illustrate the S-curve
motion, which is fundamental to almost all swimming movement
in the water. I had the feeling not many people knew how sinuous a
blue whale could be.”

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 01535976

Call of the Tundra
Nenet herders travel by Reindeer (Rangifer tarandus) sled on
spring migration across tundra. Yar-Sale district, Yamal, Northwest
Siberia, Russia. April 2016.
“The Nenets are nomadic reindeer herders, since time immemorial, living at the frontier of the Arctic Circle. To share their way of
life as they migrated across the tundra, was one of my best travel
experiences.
The Nenets live a harsh life, in an environment that is both hostile
and magnificent. To take this image, I had to wait for a long time
on the frozen tundra, until the convoy of sledges and reindeer slid
down a hummock in a single file.”

Photographer: Eric Baccega
Image number: 01537600

Bad Neighbours
Two male Black grouse (Tetrao / Lyrurus tetrix) one on the ground,
he other flying, Utajarvi, Finland, April.
“Every morning of every spring, male black grouse gather together
at communal “lekking grounds” to vie for the attention of females.
For weeks, they perform elaborate displays, including flutter
flights, demonstration flights and strutting displays, where they
fan out their tails, spread their wings and inflate the wattles above
their eyes. Each claims a small patch, which they defend against
their neighbours. Some altercations are all show, with the rivals
perform bowing duels, raising their lyre-shaped tails and making
dovelike bubbling calls at each other, interspersed with ‘sneezing’
noises. But this particular dispute escalated into a display flight,
but it was only a small piece of action in a much greater tournament. One can lose a fight, but still win the war, with the ultimate
prize being a spot at the centre of the lek, where the greatest
chances of mating are.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01529583

Ready to Strike
Fishing spider (Trechalea) waiting to catch a Killifish (Cyprinodontiformes) in a rainforest stream at night, Central Caribbean foothills, Costa Rica.
“During an epic seven-hour night walk deep in the Costa Rican
rainforest, I started following a shallow river upstream, hopping
from rock to rock whilst searching for interesting invertebrates to
photograph. The water was teeming with life and my torch beam
picked out hundreds of killifish darting for cover. It seemed I
wasn’t the only one to take an interest in these attractive little fish.
On almost every rock was a large fishing spider, resting its long
hairy legs on the surface of the water to pick up the vibrations from
a passing fish (one is just visible at the bottom of the frame). It was
eerie to watch several fish unknowingly pass within a few inches of
the looming threat, whilst the spider simply bided its time. Every
so often a sudden splash would sound out from the darkness
that surrounded me, as a spider lunged its front legs underwater
to grab its prey. How successful they were with this strategy was
unclear, though more than once I saw a spider consuming its hardearned meal.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01543520

Shared Space
White ibis (Eudocimus albus) foraging in water with reflections of
tower blocks, Fort Myers beach, Gulf Coast, Florida, USA, March.
“I photographed this Ibis at Fort Myers beach on Florida’s Gulf
Coast. The area is popular with tourists and very busy in spring. It
is also teeming with birds, residents and migrants alike. A lagoon
close to the main hotel complex is a popular fishing ground for
herons and egrets. Every afternoon the hotels are in full sun and
reflect into the lagoon. I tried to get an image that would convey
the wildness of the natural world with the creeping commercialism
of the growing human race. It was just a case of waiting until a bird
ventured into the right place.”

Photographer: Ernie Janes
Image number: 01522186

Ballast
Black headed gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) taking off with
foot caught in discarded coat hanger, Lake Csaj, Kiskunsagi National Park, Pusztaszer, Hungary. May.
“When I first saw this black-headed gull, I thought it was carrying a
long reed. It was the breeding season, when these birds are always
busy gathering material for their nests. I was surprised when I
realised its leg was entangled in a clothes hanger. My guess is that
the gull had visited a rubbish heap, where they sometimes go to
scavenge for food. Seabirds are particularly vulnerable to discarded plastics, and the impact our pollution has on wild animals is
plain to see in this image. I observed the poor gull flying around for
a few days before it disappeared.”

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01531840

Hammerhead
Great hammerhead shark (Sphyrna mokarran) portrait, South
Bimini, Bahamas. The Bahamas National Shark Sanctuary. Gulf
Stream, West Atlantic Ocean.
“This photo was taken in the winter in Bimini in the Bahamas,
where the sharks come into shallow water each year for a month or
so. Greater hammerhead sharks are huge, with females reaching
up to 6 metres in length. They are also incredibly manoeuvrable
for such a big animal, able to change direction 180 degrees in just
half their body length. They use the hydrodynamics of their hammer - tilting it over to help pull them round - like when you change
the angle of your hand out of the window of a car.
This function may help to explain the shape of the head, with eyes
set at the end of flat bladed stalks - a bizarre anatomical feature
that has perplexed scientists for centuries.”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536814

Watery Grave
A diver investigates a second world war motorbike with his torch in
the cargo hold of the SS Thistlegorm, northern Red Sea, Februray
2016.
“The SS Thistlegorm was a British ship heading to Alexandria to
resupply the front line with ammunition and vehicles, when it was
bombed and sunk by the Germans. It measures 128 metres (419
feet) in length and sits in just 30m of water so it’s no surprise it’s
one of the legendary wreck dives in the Red Sea.
The moment I entered this room I recognised the potential for an
interesting image. I set my camera’s exposure for the ambient
light filtering in from the background, and lit the foreground with
strobes. I signalled my dive buddy into the frame, and waited until
he was in the right position, his torch beam illuminating the back
wheel of the motorbike, before taking the shot.”

Photographer: Bertie Gregory
Image number: 01538039

Damselflies at Dawn
Male and female emerald damselflies {Lestes sponsa} resting on a
redd near the water’s edge, Broxwater, Cornwall, UK. July.
“This photograph of a female and male emerald damselfly,
perched together eye-to-eye, was taken in my garden in North
Cornwall. It’s amazing what you can find in your backyard or at
local reserves - you don’t have to travel far to discover beautiful
and fascinating wildlife. The warm early morning light striking the
vegetation behind the damselflies created a lovely colourful backdrop, while a macro lens allowed me to achieve a close-up and
intimate portrait.”

Photographer: Ross Hoddinott
Image number: 01546450

Living Reef
Colourful reef scene with Green tubastrea (Tubastrea micrantha),
Soft corals (Scleronephthya sp.) and Scalefin anthias (Pseudanthias squamipinnis) and Magenta slender anthias (Luzonichthys
waitei). Ra Province, Viti Levu, Fiji, Polynesia. Bligh Waters, Vatu-iRa Passage, Tropical South Pacific Ocean.
“This is a typical view of underwater life from the coral reefs of Fiji.
The green tube coral and pink flower tree coral is haloed with orange scalefin anthias and magenta Waite’s splitfin. Very common
species, but the world seems a better place to me, knowing that
reefs like this one are bustling with life.”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536836

Startled Giraffe
Maasai giraffe running away - remote camera perspective (Giraffa
camelopardalis tippelskirchi). Maasai Mara National Reserve,
Kenya. Dec.
“This image was taken with a remote camera. I’d spotted a group
of giraffes in the Maasai Mara that I was familiar with, so I knew
where they’d be heading. I placed the camera at a strategic point
in their path, withdrew to a distance of 50 meters, and watched
them walk toward the camera on a television screen in my car. One
young giraffe was curious and stopped to watch the camera, appearing quite perplexed by it. I fired off two shots, one when it was
looking and another when it was startled by the audible shutter
click and decided to clear out.”

Photographer: Anup Shah
Image number: 01558399

Harvestmen
Harvestman (Opiliones) two on a leaf, Corcovado National Park,
Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica
“Whilst exploring the dense rainforest understory in Costa Rica, I
discovered a leaf covered in harvestmen. These are an ancient order of arachnids, typically having extremely long, thin legs relative
to their bodies. As I moved in closer with my camera, I had to be
careful not to disturb the leaf as I had previously watched a similar
aggregation of harvestmen run off rapidly in all directions when
disturbed.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01543445

Kingdom of Stars
Horse mussel (Modiolus modiolus) bed with Brittlestars (Ophiothrix fragilis) and Edible crab (Cancer pagurus), Shetland, Scotland, UK, September.
“Diving in Shetland’s cool water is always exciting, with underwater visibilities of 15 metres or more. On this trip, I was accompanying scientists on a biogenic reef dive - biogenic meaning a reef
that is created by an accumulation of living organisms. As I made
my way along an extensive mussel bed I marvelled at the fact that I
could barely see any mussels. Not because they weren’t there, but
because the entire bed was covered in layer upon layer of brittle
stars. These delicate creatures, closely related to starfish, formed
dense carpets over the reef. Their bristly arms waved in the water
column, catching floating organic matter, which would be passed
to their mouths in the centre of their bodies. Edible crabs moved
amongst the brittle stars, along with large whelks and common
and northern sea urchins. The whole seabed was alive with animals.”

Photographer: Richard Shucksmith			
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Patience
Crab spider (Thomisidae) on Blue flower (Thomisus onustus) Sierra
de Grazalema Natural Park, southern Spain, June.
“I saw as this crab spider perched on a thistle, waiting to ambush
any insects that might visit the bloom. Thistles are a favourite
nectar source for bees and butterflies so this spider probably
didn’t have to wait long for a meal. Adult females of this species
are masters of disguise and can adjust the colour of their body to
some extent - from white, to yellow, to pink - to better match that
of the flower upon which they sit.”

Photographer: Andres M. Dominguez
Image number: 01533290

Peekaboo
Southern plains grey langur / Hanuman langur (Semnopithecus
dussumieri) infant aged a few days with its mother. Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India. March.
“We spent a month with a hanuman langur troop in India, and were
lucky to arrive during a time when the babies were being born. I
wanted to concentrate on photographing the infants with their
mothers, which meant getting to know them individually amongst
a group of over 100 langurs. There seemed to be a new baby born
every day and I had to figure out which mums with babies were
comfortable in my presence, and focus on them. Each day would
be different, and if one particular mother was moody or sensitive I
would leave her alone and search for another female who was in a
good mood! It was important she be relaxed, since the babies follow their mother’s lead. I’m sure some of the little ones got to know
me after a while, which worked to my advantage. They would react
when I arrived each day, wriggling around in their mother’s arms
until they could get a proper look at me. Their way of saying ‘Hello’.
This baby was very curious and she would study me whenever I was
with her and her mum.”

Photographer: Fiona Rogers
Image number: 01532197

Land of Steam and Snow
Herd of American Bison (Bison bison) around geo-thermal features. Firehole River Valley. Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming,
USA. January .
“As temperatures plummet in winter, bison gather around the
steaming hot springs in the Firehole River Valley of Yellowstone
National Park, Wyoming. The geothermal heat helps melt deep
snow and keeps grazing areas open to the bison. The grass they
eat contains elevated levels of silica, which wears their teeth down
more quickly, ultimately reducing their longevity. Locals say, “in
summer bison feed on cereals, but in winter they eat the box.”
I was exploring the valley by snow coach and was able to get out
and position myself such that the light showed the plumes of
steam to best effect. Using a long telephoto lens allowed for a
compressed perspective, making the distant forest seem closer
than it actually was, adding additional impact to the scene. With
the early morning mist swirling around, the bison in the foreground
were often obscured, so I had to wait for the right moment to take
this shot. The one on the right had recently emerged from a hot
spring, and because it was very cold (around -25°C) the steam
had frozen on its coat, forming a thick layer of frost.”

Photographer: Nick Garbutt
Image number: 01544348

Bechstein & Natterer
Bechstein’s bat (Myotis bechsteinii) held above a Natterer’s bat
(Myotis nattereri) for comparison during an autumn swarming
survey run by the Wiltshire Bat Group, near Box, Wiltshire, UK,
September.
“British bat populations have declined by around 90% in the last
hundred years, which means monitoring surviving colonies is
crucial. On this shoot, volunteers for the Wiltshire Bat Group were
surveying bats swarming out of old stone mines at dusk. Their mist
nets caught a Bechstein’s bat [top], which has gone from being
the most common bat species in Britain to one of the rarest, along
with several Natterer’s bats [bottom] which is a more widespread
species but remains scarce in the UK. Despite recent legal protections which have helped some species recover, Britain’s bats face
ongoing threats from further development (such as felling of old
trees, and the sealing up of roof spaces and old mine shafts where
they breed and hibernate). They’re also threatened by wind turbines, whose blades can kill bats that mistake them for tall trees
and potential roost sites.”

Photographer: Nick Upton
Image number: 01524118

Safe Haven
Pearlfish (Carapus acus) entering anus of Sea cucumber (Stichopus regalis). These species have a commensal relationship, with
the fish living in the gut of the sea cucumber. Catalonia, Spain.
Mediterranean sea.
“The lifestyle of the pearlfish is very curious, because it lives inside
the gut or respiratory system of sea cucumbers. Entering its host
through the anus or the mouth, it is totally dependent on the sea
cucumber for its survival.
I’ve seen pearlfish very rarely in my diving career and I have only
had the chance to photograph them going inside a sea cucumber
once. They are nocturnal fish, so the only time they leave their sea
cucumbers is at night, when they emerge to feed on small fish and
crustaceans that inhabit the sandy sea floor. I was lucky to spot
this individual while on a night dive, and I knew that the light of my
torch would make it seek the shelter of its host, so I had to act fast.
Usually, pearlfish enter the sea cucumber in a matter of seconds,
but this one took several minutes. I later realised that there was
another pearlfish inside, which probably accounted for the delay!”

Photographer:
Jordi Chias
Image number:
01558311; 01558316; 		
				01558314

Icy Stare
Snowy Owl female (Bubo scandiaca) Canada February
“Snowy owls are circumpolar breeders in the northern tundra,
where humans are a rare sight. In Canada an eruption of snowy
owls is an irregular albeit almost yearly event, when large numbers
migrate south in winter looking for food. Snowy owls prefer wide,
open habitats and can therefore be seen around fields, as they
hunt mice and voles. At times they winter close to farms, much to
the delight of their human admirers”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01546449

Swimmng with Sunfish
Diver encounters a large sunfish (Mola mola), the world’s heaviest
bony fish. Tulamben, Bali, Indonesia. Java Sea
“Denizens of the open sea, sunfish are the largest bony fish in
the world and are rarely glimpsed by divers. They spend their
lives far offshore, coming to the surface to sunbathe after deep,
bone-chilling dives in pursuit of their planktonic prey. I certainly
wasn’t expecting to see one on this dive in the warm waters of the
Liberty Wreck in Tulamben, Bali. But as luck would have it, my dive
buddy and I enjoyed a fantastic encounter with this particularly
large specimen. There were no other divers with us, so we had this
amazing fish all to ourselves!”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536832

Namesakes
European toad (Bufo bufo) juvenile, among fungi and moss on Oak
tree (Quercus) root, Kaltenhofer Moor, Kiel, Germany, September.
“I photographed this juvenile common toad (Bufo bufo) at Kaltenhofer Moor in Germany. It was early autumn and the toad was
about 3-4 months old. To feed on small insects such as mosquitoes, these toads tend to sit on slightly elevated areas and are very
active during daytime. This moss-covered root of an old oak tree
offered optimal foraging grounds for the toad, and it was a pure
coincidence that it rested amongst these toadstools. The fungi are
curiously named, since toads are not known to sit on them, but it
could have something to do with the toxicity they share.”

Photographer: Solvin Zankl
Image number: 01531690

Whiteout
Six Mute swans (Cygnus olor) sitting on snow, Hazerswoude, The
Netherlands, February.
“In winter, mute swans gather in large flocks around flood plains
and lakes. For several years I had an image in mind of a group of
swans resting on a wintery white background. The only problem
was, it never snowed! By chance, while on a shoot in Hazerswoude
in South Holland, I discovered the resting place of a large flock of
mute swans. Although it was frosty at the time, it wasn’t the scene
I’d envisaged in my head. Not yet. But a few weeks later, when the
snow began to fall, I knew exactly where I needed to be. I returned
to Hazerswoude for several days in a row, making the most of the
opportunity I’d waited several years for!”

Photographer: Edwin Giesbers
Image number: 01529341

Drum Roll
Young female Kamchatka brown bear (Ursus arctos beringianus)
playing with oil drum, Kronotsky Nature Reserve, Kamchatka, Far
East Russia. May. These bears can develop addiction to sniffing
the aviation fuel left behind in oil drums in the reserve.
“A brown bear rolls an oil drum across the tundra in the Kronotsky
Nature Reserve, part of Russia’s remote Kamchatka peninsula. Oil
drums containing kerosine are brought into the reserve by helicopter, to fuel generators and boats. Bears love the smell of kerosine,
and will often play with the empty barrels or roll around in the
grass where drops of the fuel have spilled. I lived for an entire year
at a remote ranger station and observed the bears at close range.
The station is located along a prime salmon river where the bears
come to feed from July to November each year. They were frequent
visitors to my cabin, testing electric wires strung between the outbuildings, playing with barrels, and other objects. They grew accustomed to me and soon learned not to fear my presence. It helps
that the bears in Kronotsky have been protected from hunting for
many generations and thus have less reason to fear humans.”

Photographer: Igor Shpilenok
Image number: 01527912

Personal Space
Whale Shark (Rhincodon typus) and local fisherman freediving,
Cenderawasih Bay, West Papua, Indonesia.
“Incredibly, very little is known about the world’s largest fish, and
even as we try to learn more about their ecology, whale sharks are
being slaughtered for the high price their fins command in Asian
fish markets. But here in Cenderawasih Bay, West Papua, things
are different.
Local fishermen in the area believe that whale sharks are harbingers of good luck, and throw them tidbits from their floating fishing
platforms, in payment of their ‘service’. This practice has recently
evolved into a very low-key tourist industry. The fishers are paid to
keep the sharks around, while divers are rewarded with magical
close encounters - and best of all, the whale sharks are not hunted.
A marine biologist by training, I’d been diving with whale sharks
before, but never like this. I was used to them gliding past me and
showing little interest in the human visitors. But in Cenderawasih
Bay, they interacted with me. I only had to hang out close to the
fishing platform, and the sharks would come, swimming around
me in circles with an apparent sense of curiosity. Conscious of
the space I filled in their world, the last flick of their tails as they
passed would contort unnaturally, if necessary, to avoid contact.
Likewise, the fisherman in this image was able to get very close to
a shark without risk of collision.
If I was ever in the way of their food, the sharks would give me a
respectful nudge. One even lifted me gently out of the water on his
nose, and gently lowered me back down, out of the way. It was truly
exquisite and the whole experience shot to the top of my best-ever
wildlife encounters.”

Photographer: Pete Oxford
Image number: 01540777

Cup Fungi
Cup fungus (Cookeina sp) growing on decaying wood on the rainforest floor, Corcovado National Park, Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica.
“Ancient rainforest surrounded me on all sides as I explored the
Osa Peninsula of Costa Rica. Blocking my way was the huge trunk
of a fallen rainforest tree. Now spongy and soft from years of decay, fungi had erupted down its entire length, providing me with a
fascinating array of subjects to explore. Most noticeable were the
lurid pink cup fungi, each with the capacity of a thimble. Fungi play
an essential recycling role in the rainforest, returning the nutrients
in dead wood back to the soil, where they nourish the next generation.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01543440

Fangtooth
Common fangtooth (Anoplogaster cornuta) deep sea species from
Atlantic Ocean close to Cape Verde. Captive.
This species feeds on crustaceans when young but switches to a
diet of mainly fish as an adult. Relative to body size, the fangtooth
has the largest teeth of any marine species; the largest two fangs
of the lower jaw are so long in the adult that is has a pair of opposing sockets on either side of the brain to accommodate the teeth
when the mouth is closed.

Photographer: Solvin Zankl
Image number: 01545384

Shark Sunset
Split level view of Blue shark (Prionace glauca) at surface at sunset, Azores Islands, Portugal, Atlantic Ocean.
“After a long day offshore near Faial Island, we spotted a dolphin
carcass drifting and some blue sharks around it. Before they started a feeding frenzy we had some good opportunities to shoot them
at sunset.”

Photographer: Jordi Chias
Image number: 01538063

Where the Grass is Greener
Marine iguana (Amblyrhynchus cristatus) feeding in deep water to
find algae, off the coast of Fernandina island on Galapagos. April.
“This photo of a grazing marine iguana was captured on the east
coast of Fernandina Island in Galapagos while I was hosting a
photographic expedition in the archipelago. It was during an El
Nino year and I wanted to document the effects on the Iguanas
that were quite heavily affected by the increase in sea temperatures. The algae in the shallows were dying and the animals had
to go down to about 4-5 meters to find food and I had to follow.
The shot was captured while freediving in the surf zone and it was
quite challenging to stay submerged as the waves and currents
pulled me around. By holding on to a large rock I managed to stay
fairly stable and to get the shots I wanted. During two hours in the
water I was lucky to have two encounters with grazing iguanas. The
marine iguanas are endemic to the Galapagos Islands, where they
spend most of their time either feeding on algae under water or
sunbathing on the costal rock. During the El Nino of 2015-2016,
thousands of iguanas starved to death, with only the largest and
strongest individuals surviving, but luckily the situation changed
before it was too late and this unique reptile is now returning in
large numbers.”

Photographer: Roy Mangersnes
Image number: 01535936

Hornøya Puffins
Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula arctica) flock resting on a snow bank,
Hornøya, Varanger, Norway, April.
“Atlantic Puffins spend the winter months far out at sea, before
heading back in early spring to their traditional breeding colonies. By mid-April most of the birds have arrived on dry land
and are busy defending their nesting sites and guarding their
mates. However, on the island of Hornøya, off the Varanger
peninsula in Norway, suitable nesting sites are few and far between. Puffins have to arrive earlier, around the end of March,
to stand a chance of breeding successfully.
Competition can be fierce, at a time when
the icy grip of winter continues its hold over
the island.”

Photographer: Danny Green
Image number: 01534474

Bravado
Great white sharks (Carcharodon carcharias) males beneath the
surface. Guadalupe Island, Baja California, Mexico. East Pacific
Ocean.
“This pair of male great white sharks are sizing each other up.
Well-armed predators such as these are naturally cautious of each
other - so rather than fight, rival males swim in parallel, trying to
determine which shark is the bigger, more powerful of the two. I
took this photo from a cage, off the island of Guadalupe, way out
in the Pacific ocean. While it is possible to free swim with great
white sharks, it is easier to focus on your photography and see
natural behaviour from inside a cage.”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536821

Gorilla Twins
Western lowland gorilla (Gorilla gorilla gorilla) twin babies age 45
days, resting on mother’s chest.
“Twins are rare among gorillas and this image shows the first
twins at a European zoo that have been raised without the help of
zoo keepers. The mother is N’Gayla and the twins, named N’Kato (male) and N’Hasa (female), were born in Burger’s Zoo in the
Netherlands in 2013. The twins are a lot bigger now, and doing
very well!”

Photographer: Edwin Giesbers
Image number: 01528640

Crèche
American flamingo (Phoenicopterus ruber) standing in the middle
of the creche in a large nesting colony. Rio Lagartos Biosphere
Reserve, Mexico. July.
“As the deep, starry sky turned a powdery blue, I caught my first
sight of what I’d been travelling all night for. Peering through my
camera in the growing light, they stretched for several hundred
yards: the packed bodies of sixteen thousand fuzzy flamingo
chicks. The sun was rousing them, and they began calling emphatically to their parents, vying to be heard over the commotion.
Though each chick’s individual call sounds identical to human
ears, they are unique enough that parents and chicks can find
each other quickly in the dense crèche. ¬¬¬¬¬¬I watched as the
adults poured streams of blood-red liquid called crop milk—rich in
protein and fat—into their chick’s open beaks. Then they departed, leaving only a handful of chaperones to guide the young until
their return. The chicks, ranging in size from calf- to waist-high,
moved en masse on well-developed, knobby-kneed legs to the
shallow waters around my hide. Hunkered down, sweating in the
tropical heat and getting muddier by the minute, I was completely
surrounded by squealing chicks and the sounds of thousands of
beaks and feet working the muddy waters.
Up close, flamingos are very odd-looking birds. Their necks and
legs are impossibly long. Their beaks are bulbous and drooping,
evolved to filter out the tiny organisms that live in the supersaline
wetlands they call home. From my position in the middle of the
throng, I was left wondering what twists and turns of evolution
could have led to such a bizarre bird, thriving in some of the harshest conditions on the planet.”

Photographer: Gerrit Vyn
Image number: 01528331

Petal Perch
Common toad (Bufo bufo) juvenile shortly after leaving its previous
aquatic habitat, on foxglove flower, Sussex, UK.
“I have a quarter acre pond in my garden, which is a popular toad
spawning spot. Every year hundreds of toads turn up to spawn and
by late spring, the pond is alive with tadpoles, swimming around
in giant shoals near the surface. It takes 8 to 12 weeks before they
develop into toadlets and leave the water for dry land around June.
At the same time the foxglove flowers that grow close to the bank
frequently drop onto the water’s surface. I noticed this toadlet,
with its smart hat of duckweed, struggling onto a discarded flower
and photographed it resting on the colourful perch.”

Photographer: Stephen Dalton
Image number: 01538350

Cry for Help
New Zealand Sea Lion (Phocarctos hookeri) breeding colony at
Sandy Bay, Enderby Island in the subantarctic Auckland Islands
archipelago, New Zealand. January 2016.
“New Zealand sea lions have a highly restricted distribution for
a marine mammal. Their primary habitat is several subantarctic
islands south of New Zealand, and the surrounding waters. The
population has plummeted significantly from historical levels, and
scientists are unsure if this is the result of fishing pressure, climate
change, food scarcity, disease or a combination of these things.
I visited this colony on Enderby Island (part of the Auckland Islands
archipelago) at the height of the breeding season. It represents
one of the last remaining outposts for this endangered species.
One of the hardest things about photographing them was having to
keep one eye on the sub-adult males that loiter around the fringes
of the colony - bothering females, goading the other males and
generally getting into mischief.”

Photographer: Richard Robinson
Image number: 01558402

Nesting Gannets
Gannets (Morus) gathering nesting material, Great Saltee, County
Wexford, Ireland. April
“The UK boasts some of the largest gannet colonies in the world,
and their numbers are on the rise. Industrial fishing practices may
be one reason why this resourceful bird is doing so well; gannets
have learned to follow trawlers and feed on the by-catch.
At the end of March, adult gannets start to arrive at their breeding
colonies. They rear their young in nests mounds made of seaweed,
feathers and other plant material. Extra seaweed may be incorporated into the nests when the females are incubating, to help keep
the eggs warm.
This image shows a group of industrious gannets gathering nesting
material on the Saltee Islands, off the coast of southern Ireland.
A gannet colony at the peak of its activity is truly one of nature’s
greatest marvels.”

Photographer: Danny Green
Image number: 01555081

Egg Thief
Arctic fox (Vulpes lagopus) with Snow goose egg in mouth, mid
moult from winter to summer fur, Wrangel Island, Far Eastern Russia, June.
“Visiting Wrangel Island is always a huge privilege. Seeing the rugged beauty of the island is an emotional experience, and the reason why I keep returning. This image was taken during a two month
stay, photographing the snow geese which arrive in late May each
year, having overwintered in America and Canada. Occupying 20
square kilometres in the heart of the island, the colony contains
150,000 birds – the largest flock of snow geese in the world (and
the only one in Russia).
Around the same time that the geese arrive, arctic foxes give birth,
producing up to 16 pups each. It can be difficult to find food for
them all, but by early June, the geese have laid thousands of eggs;
rich pickings for the hungry foxes. The wily predators don’t hunt the
geese themselves. They only come to the nest to steal eggs, taking
more than they need and hiding them away for leaner times. When
the young puppies leave the den and begin to explore the island,
the hidden eggs provide an easy food source.
But egg-stealing is not without its dangers. The geese defend their
nests fiercely and, more often than not, the foxes are driven away
by their avian aggressors. This image was taken after a successful
nest raiding.”

Photographer: Sergey Gorshkov
Image number: 01472902

Group Hug
Japanese macaque (Macaca fuscata) group huddling up together,
Jigokudani, Nagano, Japan. February.
“As wildlife photographers we are always looking for that human
element in the subjects we photograph. Watching this little group
of snow monkeys hold each other and protect each other from the
cold was an amazing moment”

Photographer: Wim van den Heever
Image number: 01529721
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