Eyecatchers

TITLE PAGE: Ghost Cat
LAIKIPIA, KENYA: Will Burrard Lucas won the main Prize of Honour
award in the 25th Spanish MontPhoto competition with his long
exposure shot of a leopard.
“I spent a year in Kenya photographing leopards at night using
camera traps,” says Will. “I had between five and eight camera
traps running at all times, which I moved around as I learnt more
about the leopards’ habits. One of the most ambitious images I
tried to capture was a leopard at night with stars in the sky. The
technique required a long exposure time to capture the stars and
a flash to expose the leopard in the foreground. On this night, a
large male leopard came past while the moon was still above the
horizon. The flash at the beginning of the exposure picked the
leopard out of the darkness, but while the shutter remained open
to record the stars, the bright moon gave off enough light to keep
exposing the shadows too, causing the background to ‘bleed
through’ and create the ghostly effect.”

Photographer: Will Burrard-Lucas
Image number: 01690430
THIS PAGE: Nectar of Life
QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA: Currumbin Wildlife Hospital,
situated on Queensland’s Gold Coast, is one of the busiest
wildlife emergency hospitals in the world. Approximately 14,000
animals are admitted every year, and that number is only rising.
Here, an adult feather tail glider (Acrobates pygmaeus), is fed
nectar whilst recovering from burns to her feet, most likely the
result of bushfires. Although the hospital is always very busy,
climate change driven impacts like bushfires and droughts
create additional pressure, causing an influx of burnt, starving,
dehydrated and heat-stressed animals.

Photographer: Doug Gimesy
Image number: 01649059

Window Into Another Galaxy
VANCOUVER ISLAND, CANADA: The Red Irish Lord is an ambush
predator that can change colour to match its surroundings.
Because it relies so heavily on camouflage and stealth, it can
allow divers to approach extremely close, if they do so slowly and
calmly—which is exactly what Shane Gross did. “I was fascinated
by the texture of the body and fins, but the eye is extra special,”
says Gross. “When I look into the eye of a Red Irish Lord I feel like
I’m gazing upon another galaxy. The chromatophores (pigmentcontaining flecks) in the eye reflect light in amazing colours. Red
Irish Lords are common in northern Vancouver Island, which is
a good thing when trying to find such a well-camouflaged fish! I
approached slowly and the fish didn’t move. What a privilege to be
able to inspect such a beautiful animal up close!”

Photographer: Shane Gross
Image number: 01687540

Ghost Light
QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA: On a summer’s night Juergen Freund
searched the rainforest for bioluminescent ghost fungus. Scanning
the darkness for the strange glow, faint to the naked eye, he
was rewarded with this magical sight: clusters of ghost fungus
laddering up the base of a dead tree.
This species, Pleurotus nidiformis, is one of the best-known
bioluminescent fungi in Australia. It is a large, irregular-shaped
fungus with little or no stem, which often grows in dense clusters
at the base of living or dead eucalypts. Bioluminescent mushroom
light is created by a chemical reaction. A substance called luciferin
reacts with an enzyme, luciferase, causing the luciferin to oxidise,
with the consequent emission of light. Fireflies, glow-worms and a
number of marine organisms, such as fish, use bioluminescence to
attract prey or mates. The function of this glow in fungi is a mystery
yet to be solved.

Photographer: Juergen Freund
Image number: 01685917

The Shakedown
ROMANIA: Brown bears have a well-documented love of water,
wading through natural swimming holes to catch fish, cool off and
splash around. But after a long bath, they like having a dry coat
again. Bence Mate waited for this bear to emerge from the water
and shake itself, sending a plume of droplets spiraling around its
body. The photo was taken in Romania’s Carpathian Mountains,
home to the largest population of brown bears in Europe.

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01692129

Dolphin’s Best Friend
GUBAL ISLAND, EGYPT: Golden retriever Antar and his owner
Faisal Khalaf spend their days on a liveaboard boat in Egypt,
taking tourists for diving experiences in the Red Sea. Antar loves
spending time in the water, and there’s nothing he enjoys more
than swimming with dolphins!
According to photographer Alex Mustard, Antar was actively
looking for dolphins from the boat, and jumped in as soon as he
saw them.
“We were in deep water, but Antar was totally relaxed,” says
Mustard. “He was not at all interested in the people around him,
and only wanted to get close to the dolphins. Being creatures of
the sea, dolphins can swim much faster than dogs - and they were
also able to see Antar from underwater much more easily than he
could see them. The dolphins totally controlled the situation.”
What was so heart-warming about the encounter is that the
dolphins didn’t choose to swim away. “They were definitely
fascinated by Antar,” says Mustard. “The dolphins would swim up
to him, slow down and then circle him. It was one of the longest
dolphin encounters I have ever had in the Red Sea, with the
dolphins sticking around for almost an hour. Maybe the dog was
the reason they stayed so curious this time. It was definitely the
most joyful experience I have had in the sea!”
It’s not the first-time dogs and dolphins have been seen swimming
together. Although an unlikely friendship to say the least, both
species are known to be extremely curious and friendly. Despite
their obvious differences, the two animals clearly enjoy each
other’s company. Inter-species bonding, although rare, has
also been observed in other species, both in wild and domestic
settings.
After happily swimming around the dolphins for 45 minutes,
Antar finally returned to his boat. Mustard says he saw him later,
“wishing, like all of us, that the dolphins would come back!”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01689552

City Flock
MUMBAI, INDIA: A large mixed flock of lesser flamingos and
greater flamingos gathers in the Talawe wetland, a small pocket of
wilderness surrounded by high-rises on one side and mangroves
on the other. Usually, the flamingos arrive in December and
remain here until June. Nayan Khanolkar used a drone to capture
the scene during COVID-19 lockdown in 2020. “The main thing I
needed to keep in mind was tide timings,” Khanolkar says. “Birds
arrive on this plot during high tide to feed on algae, and they move
away to a creek during low tide. I wanted evening light on them so
had to look out for when a high tide and light conditions were in
alignment.”

Photographer: Nayan Khanolkar
Image number: 01690952

Ice Fishing
YORKSHIRE, UK: For many years, photographer Oliver Wright
dreamed of photographing a kingfisher diving through an ice hole.
During a cold spell one January, he received a phone call telling
him that the ponds around a friend’s kingfisher hide had frozen
over.
Wright headed straight to the location near Leeds. He made a hole
in the ice and, sure enough, a female kingfisher came and dived
into it multiple times. Not only was she successful in catching her
breakfast, but Wright got the shot he had always dreamed of. “I
had to use a shutter speed of 1/6400 second to freeze the action,
as these birds dive very quickly. It was a truly fantastic morning!”

Photographer: Oliver Wright
Image number: 01692183-87; 01692189

Cycle of Abuse
CAMBODIA: In Cambodia, orangutans are routinely humiliated
during large and glitzy tourist operations. They are trained
using corporal punishment and food deprivation, making them
submissive to their handlers. They perform the same routines,
day in, day out, as thousands of people clap and laugh at their
‘hilarious’ antics. When the orangutans become too old to
perform, they will spend their final days behind bars.
The similarity between orangutans and humans is what makes the
great apes such a popular attraction - and a target of exploitation.
“Wildlife tourism has become a lucrative business and is now
worth around 250 billion dollars a year,” says photographer Aaron
Gekoski. “These profits come at a cost - and it is the animals who
pay the price.”

Photographer: Aaron Gekoski
Image number: 01679286

Ancient Mariners
JAPAN: Horseshoe crabs have been around for a very long time,
something on the order of 400-500 million years. Like many other
animals, these ancient mariners are being subjected to manmade
stress and pressure—from habitat loss and environmental
destruction, to harvesting for food and for use in the biomedical
industry.
While photographing their mating rituals one summer night, Tony
Wu observed female horseshoes depositing fertilised eggs in
sandy, muddy substrate at low tide. Returning two months later,
Wu discovered the eggs had gone, and he’d missed the hatching.
Not one to give up, he tried again a year later and, this time, was
able to photograph eggs in various stages of development. In the
image at left, the baby crabs are almost ready to hatch. Wu saw
them “swimming inside the transparent eggs, spinning around and
around in circles.” Shortly thereafter, he was able to photograph
the birth of some of these crustaceans, with dozens upon dozens
of adorable baby horseshoe crabs bursting forth from the mud and
gravel and swimming off into the midnight sea.

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 1689885 + inset 1689889

Running Scared
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA: Unlike some other spider species, the
huntsman does not spin a web to capture its dinner. Instead, it
actively stalks its prey, pouncing on insects and immobilising them
with a venomous bite. This huntsman had taken up residence in an
emergency exit sign. The unusual habitat comes with a potential
perk: with the light on 24/7, it constantly attracts insects –
providing the spider with a steady supply of food. The low-wattage
bulb is unlikely to have generated enough heat to make the spider
uncomfortable, so it probably had a very appealing living situation
– even if the sight of it may have caused the occasional passer by
cringe. For photographer Doug Gimesy, the scene was a source
of comedy: ”I just liked the juxtaposition of the (relatively) huge
spider and the image of someone running the other way,” he says.

Photographer: Doug Gimesy
Image number: 01692889

Spore Dispersal
DERBYSHIRE, UK: A cloud of spores vents from the opening of a
Common puffball growing in a mature oak woodland. Ordinarily,
direct strikes from falling rain drops and woodland debris, or
disturbance by animals or gusts of wind would aid the release and
dispersal of the spores. But in this case, photographer Alex Hyde
gave the gravid fungus a helping hand:
“To capture the spores releasing, I tapped the puffball with a twig,
which I quickly withdrew from the scene before capturing a frame.
The spores were backlit with an off-camera flashgun, concealed
some distance behind puffballs, helping to pick them out from the
woodland scene.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01678771

Breakfast Guest
TOLAGNARO, MADAGASCAR: Terry Whittaker was guiding a
photography group in Madagascar and had an overnight stay at
a seafront hotel in the south of the country. “In the evening I was
looking around the grounds for a subject to photograph, and
there were several of these colourful geckos on palm trees and
walls around the gardens. Although they were fairly obliging it was
difficult to make a nice composition that showed they were living
in a semi-urban environment. At breakfast the next morning, to my
surprise and amusement, a gecko strode across an empty table as
bold as brass and started to lick sugar from the bowl in the centre.
By approaching as closely as possible with a wide-angle lens I was
able to include hotel guests in the background.”

Photographer: Terry Whittaker
Image number: 01667412

Winter Survivor
ABRUZZO, ITALY: On this particular winter’s day, photographer
Bruno D’Amicis set off with a colleague to reach a high mountain
ridge in the Central Apennines, from which he was planning to
photograph the snowy landscape at sunset. “But soon, thick
clouds moved in, blocking the view completely. After a few hours,
surrounded by fog and freezing cold air, we called it a day and
started descending.”
All was not lost though: “Suddenly a rusty red flash amongst
limestone boulders drew our attention—a beautiful red fox! How
unlikely it was to encounter life in such a barren landscape,
a remarkable example of the extreme adaptability of this
opportunistic species. I was happy to have my camera with wideangle lens ready, so I could capture the truly memorable scene.
It is true: when you’re out there, you never know what’s going
to happen. Better be ready! Time in the field is always the best
investment for a nature photographer!”

Photographer: Bruno D’Amicis
Image number: 01687482

Light Show
BAVARIA, GERMANY: Fireflies (Lamprohiza splendidula) light up
a forest at dusk. Photographer Konrad Wothe left his camera
shutter open to record the glowing flight trails. Only the males can
fly, weaving around each other as they perform their synchronised
light displays. The worm-like flightless females wait on the ground
for the signal, and then respond by glowing themselves – thus,
these insects find their potential mates.
“I thought it would make an arresting picture if I could gather all
the flight tracks of the males into one single image,” says Wothe.
“The only problem was, with an exposure time of one hour, the
landscape would be totally overexposed. I was able to overcome
this obstacle by shooting in ‘live composite’ mode. This meant the
camera was shooting a series of images continuously, combining
them all together into a single frame.
The first image was used to record the ambient exposure of the
landscape. After that, only the brighter pixels of the following
images (i.e. the light trails) were added to the final image.”

Photographer: Konrad Wothe
Image number: 01687506

Little & Large
GULF OF CALIFORNIA, MEXICO: A young male fiddler crab is
dwarfed by an older male of the same species, looming behind it
in the Morúa estuary near Puerto Peñasco. Whereas female fiddler
crabs have small claws of equal sizes, the males’ pincers can vary
in size, with the small one used to pick up food and the larger to
impress females and also to fend off rivals.
“If you were the small male in this image, you wouldn’t dare
challenge the enormous male in the background,” says
photographer Claudio Contreras. “But when males are of similar
stature, ritual combat can and does occur.”

Photographer: Claudio Contreras
Image number: 01689562

Wishing on Dandelions
HUNGARY: When Bence Mate first observed European ground
squirrels (Spermophilus citellus) nibbling on dandelion stalks,
he immediately put the fanciful scene onto his bucket list of
photographs to capture. “I was sure I had just witnessed the most
interesting thing in this species’ world,” says Mate, who took great
delight in watching as the squirrels sent the dandelion seeds
skyward. After two straight weeks of lying in the grass with his
camera poised, he finally got his shot—and his wish.

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01692131

New Arrival
CENTRE-VAL DE LOIRE, FRANCE: Huan Huan, a giant panda under
the care of ZooParc de Beauval, cradles her one-month-old baby.
The infant is one of the first viable panda twins ever to be born in
France. The birth was the result of artificial insemination in March
2021.
The twin cubs, which are both female, were officially named by
the First Lady of China, according to the custom. Huanlili (the first
born) and Yuandudu (the second born) were officially introduced at
a naming ceremony in November 2021 with the twins’ ‘godparents’
in attendance: French World Cup winning footballer Kylian Mbappé
and the Chinese Olympic gold medal winning diver Zhang Jiaqi.
Beauval’s pandas are ‘on loan’ from China. The animals—
considered to be a national treasure—are typically loaned in pairs
over a 10-year period, and have been long been part of China’s
diplomatic strategies. Cubs born in foreign zoos are returned to
China before they turn four. Delphine Delord, Associate General
Manager for Beauval Zoo, expressed her hopes that the two baby
females will one day go on to give birth themselves, and become a
strong symbol of conservation for their species.

Photographer: Eric Baccega
Main image: 01683700
Inset: 01688327

River of Fire
FAGRADALSFJALL, ICELAND: After weeks of earthquakes, the
Geldingadalir volcano in Iceland started erupting on March 19th,
2021. Unlike the explosive Eyjafjallajökull eruption in 2010,
which disrupted air traffic in Europe for weeks, the Fagradalsfjall
eruption had no ash cloud and posed no threat to infrastructure or
towns.
People flocked from all around to stand within metres of the lava
flows. The eruption happened close to Iceland’s capital Reykjavik
and was not considered too dangerous for the public. People
were grilling marshmallows in the lava, bringing radios or even a
guitar, and taking their time to enjoy the spectacle. The eruption
eventually stopped on 18th September.

Photographer: Will Burrard-Lucas
Image number: 1687842 + 1687853 inset

A Wren’s Breath
LEEDS, UK: In early 2021, when the world was in lockdown, Oliver
Wright decided to embrace early morning photography. He headed
to his local nature reserve in Yorkshire to photograph Slavonian
grebes, but on his way back, while walking down a gorse-lined
track, he heard the loud voice of a tiny wren: “I’ve always loved
wrens, they’re such beautiful birds, full of character and their song
is so loud I can never work out how it comes out of a body which
only weighs 7-12 grams!”
Wright recalled being impressed by pictures he’d seen of a bird’s
breath but had never really thought about how they were achieved.
He discovered that the combination of conditions was critical: “I’d
need the temperature to be low so the breath would condense, the
sun had to be just over the horizon to backlight the bird, and the
background needed to be dark for the breath to show up. On top
of that, the image would only work if there was little to no wind. So
just a case of waiting for the right forecast, right? Of course not!
It’s wildlife photography!”
The first morning that the weather forecast looked was ideal,
Wright headed to ‘wren alley’. The stage was set: the sun came
up, the light was perfect, and there was mist in the air. The bird’s
breath would almost certainly have condensed. But it was nowhere
to be seen. And so, for 3 long weeks, it continued. Either the
weather conditions weren’t right, or the wren was absent or in the
wrong position. Then, after mainly fruitless attempts, the fates
finally smiled on Wright and his picture was achieved: “Watching
the breath come out of the bird and hearing that song was one of
the most beautiful experiences of my life!”

Photographer: Oliver Wright
Image number: 01687529

Domestic Dispute
WILTSHIRE, UK: A squirrel and a jackdaw clash over possession
of a nest box in a suburban garden. Both species staked a claim
over the modest abode – a large plywood box that photographer
Nick Upton fixed to a beech tree. By spending long hours in a hide
70 feet away, Upton saw that the squirrels kept returning when
the jackdaws weren’t around. After constantly antagonising each
other for over a month, the quarrel reached boiling point, with the
two species engaging in full-blown territorial combat. “The stakes
couldn’t have been higher,” Upton says. “The jackdaw’s ability to
lay and incubate eggs was entirely dependent on them booting out
the competition!”
Just when it appeared as though the jackdaws had gained the
upper wing, a tawny owl discovered the nest box and moved in,
forcing both squirrels and jackdaws to give up trying to reclaim it.
With all this competition over nesting space, Upton plans to invest
in additional bird boxes, which he says are needed now more than
ever: “Storm damaged trees, and the drive to cut down old ones
deemed to pose a health and safety risk, takes away potential
homes for tree-nesting birds. Clashes over nesting space may be
fiercer than ever right now, so putting up bird boxes is a great way
to help out jackdaws, owls, kestrels, and more.”

Photographer: Nick Upton
Image number: 01693963

Band of Brothers
ARIZONA, USA: Saguaro cacti, icons of the American West,
dominate the landscape of the Sonoran Desert. “Here in Ironwood
Forest National Monument, monsoonal moisture is drawn to the
earth as if by a magnetic force,” says Jack Dykinga, who planned
this shot (and hoped for the perfect combination of conditions) for
two years. “I knew that the uninterrupted expanse of desert to the
west—dryer, harsher, and devoid of clouds—could act as a canvas,
upon which the setting sun would paint the background with vivid
colours. I selected a ‘brotherly’ band of cacti, aligned in a way that
frames Ragged Top Peak. As I often do, I watched the monsoonal
flow of clouds on radar in the hope they might fill the void in my
imagined composition. After two years of waiting, the perfect light
finally came. These joyful moments feed my soul.”

Photographer: Jack Dykinga
Image number: 01687505

March of the Crabs
AUSTRALIA, PACIFIC OCEAN: Each year, thousands of deep-sea
spider crabs (Leptomithrax gaimardii) walk over the seabed to
shallow waters off South Australia. In their drive to migrate, they
climb over each other, sometimes forming huge piles. “They
walked like an army on the march,” says photographer Pascal
Kobeh. Once they arrive, many of them moult their shells. It takes a
while for the new, expanded shell to harden—a vulnerable time for
a crab. This may be a reason for the mass congregation, as there is
safety in numbers from predators such as rays. Gatherings are also
great places to find mates. However, receptive females are not
always present - and besides, males cannot mate when they have
soft shells, so the migration is still a partial mystery.

Photographer: Pascal Kobeh
Image number: 01689997

Rainbow Silk
ENGLAND: The Common orb weaver is a spider frequently found in
the UK. It is named for the beautiful orb-shaped webs which these
spiders construct to catch their food. In this image, photographer
Alex Hyde wanted the web to be as much a part of the image as the
creature which span it: “With the camera at a very precise angle
to the sun, the silk of the web refracted the light into a rainbow
of coloured bands. From most other angles, the silk was hardly
visible at all.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01678673

Just Add Water
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: In March 2022, generous rainfall over
Australia’s inland Channel Country breathed new life into parched
desert landscapes. The uncommonly wet weather – the best in
a decade – quenched the dry ground after years of prolonged
drought. It was a blessing to grazers tasked with raising cattle in
the arid country, and also helped boost tourism in the area.
Photographer Doug Gimesy flew over the Lake Eyre area in
a plane with the door removed to take this image of red dirt
country transforming into a lush green expanse, criss-crossed by
branching water channels.
The average rainfall in the area of the lake, is about 100 to 150
millimetres (3.9 to 5.9 in) per year. However, in November 2021
total rainfall was 60 mm, 216 per cent higher than the longterm mean of 19 mm for November and was the fifth highest for
November in the past 122 years. In January 2022, rainfall was
106 mm – 159 per cent higher than the long-term mean of 41mm
for January and the seventh highest reading for January in the past
123 years of records.

Photographer: Doug Gimesy
Image number: 1693686 & 1693688 (insert)

Feathered Bullet
UTÖ, FINLAND: Like other falcons, the merlin is a strong and
manoeuvrable flier, relying on speed and agility to hunt its prey. It
tops speeds of 30 miles per hour, and can be faster during chases,
especially when it tucks away its wings to minimise drag. In this
image, it is easy to see how the bird alters the shape of its body to
optimise its aerodynamic properties and slice through the air.
All this speed, though, makes the merlin a very difficult bird to
photograph. “A super-fast merlin, more often than not, is a sudden
surprise on the scene,” says photographer Markus Varesvuo. “With
better luck, I might have gotten a frame which captured the song
thrush this predator was relentlessly pursu-ing. I didn’t, but then
again, neither did the Merlin.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01687512

Prickly Customer
PACIFIC OCEAN, OFF HAWAII: While diving on a reef off the island
of Maui, David Fleetham encountered this spotted porcupinefish
(Diodon hystrix). It inflated in a defensive pose, which Fleetham
describes as “a look but don’t touch situation”.
Porcupinefish inflate by swallowing water, almost doubling in size.
Needle- sharp spines radiate outwards when the fish is inflated,
providing a second defence mechanism. As if that wasn’t enough
to deter would-be predators, this species also produces toxin in
certain parts of its body, including its eyes, skin, liver, intestine
and gonads. The poison is known to be about 1,200 times more
toxic to humans than cyanide.

Photographer: David Fleetham
Image number: 01691250

Mushroom Magic
HAMPSHIRE, UK: A pair of Clustered bonnet fungi (Mycena
inclinata) grow in moss in England’s New Forest National
Park. “Fungi have always been one of my favourite subjects to
photograph,” says Guy Edwardes. “I think it’s the sheer variety of
colours, shapes and textures that appeals most. Unlike a lot of
natural history subjects, they don’t fly or run away and many of
them don’t even blow around in the breeze, so I have time to be
creative with my composition and lighting.”

Photographer: Guy Edwardes
Image number: 01687865

Breeding Lines
VITERBO, ITALY: When the first signs of spring begin to appear,
common toads gather in streams to breed, and Emanuele Biggi
knows exactly where to look: “I wanted to show the toads in this
delicate moment, when they leave the security of the woodlands
and enter the water to lay strings of eggs. To minimise disturbance
to the mating couples, I placed my camera into an underwater
case with a glass dome and put it into the shallow stream. Then I
set a wireless connection between the camera and my phone, so
I could see, focus and shoot from afar, without scaring these shy
animals at such a sensitive time.”

Photographer: Emanuele Biggi
Image number: 01688289

Pets on the Poverty Line
DE DOORNS, SOUTH AFRICA: A woman cradles three kittens that
her pet cat has just given birth to, hoping to sell them so she can
buy food. In the township of De Doorns, a sprawling labyrinth of
huts made from corrugated iron and simple concrete houses,
there are few job opportunities and high rates of unemployment.
Although residents straddle the poverty line, many own pets—
though they come at a cost. Proper food and care is expensive and
many beloved pets are lost prematurely.

Photographer: Aaron Gekoski
Image number: 01664651

Helper or Hindrance?
“Waiting at a hippo pool is never boring,” say photographers
Jean-Louis Klein & Marie-Luce Hubert, who captured this image of
a hippo half-dozing in the water while playing host to a few avian
visitors. It’s long been known that oxpeckers and hippos share a
mutually beneficial relationship, with the birds helping to free the
hippos of ticks and other parasites by feeding on them. According
to the photographers, “the oxpeckers choose the best ‘table’, and
are always arguing and feeding on ectoparasites.” However, the
relationship isn’t one of total simplicity: though the birds provide
a service of sorts to their mammal hosts, they also have a taste for
blood. They can open wounds, or re-open old sores, which may be
slow to heal as a result. This means, as well as being useful, the
oxpeckers can also be viewed as parasites.

Photographer: Klein & Hubert
Image number: 01684969

Return To The Wild
VANCOUVER ISLAND, CANADA: A giant pacific octopus nicknamed Wanda - returns to the ocean after 6 months at
the Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea, an aquarium and learning
centre where she acted as an ambassador. The aquarium only
keeps juvenile octopus in their facility, and for a maximum of 6
months. That way the octopus can still breed after being released.
Wanda was caught and released in Ucluelet, on the West Coast of
Vancouver Island.
“The release itself was very interesting,” explains photographer
Shane Gross. “At first, Wanda didn’t want to leave her basket.
We spent a solid thirty minutes trying to coax her out to freedom.
Finally, she lowered herself to the seabed just a meter down and
started walking towards deeper water. Every so often she would
stop and lift her forward-most tentacles into the water column to
get her bearings and sense where deeper water would be. Then
she’d start her slow, mesmerizing walk once again. After about an
hour of following her, we were all frozen from being submerged in
11-degree water. It was time to leave her in her forever home.”

Photographer: Shane Gross
Image number: 01691391

Now You See Me
SABAH, BORNEO: A Giant Black Forest Scorpion is revealed
in its hideaway, inside a decaying tree. “When searching the
rainforest with an ultraviolet torch, a number of subjects including
harvestmen, millipedes and scorpions fluoresce with an eerie
blue, green or violet light,” explains photographer Alex Hyde.
In the absence of ultraviolet light the scorpions are a lot less
conspicuous (see inset above).
Hyde adds that “whilst in this instance a UV torch was used
artistically, there is a very practical application too, as it will just
as easily reveal any unwanted scorpions lurking in your shoes or kit
bag!”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01678571 & 01678570 (inset)

Deadly Tangle
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA: This gannet was found in the waves off
Brighton beach, entangled in a Bureau of Meteorology radiosonde
(weather balloon). Despite a rapid rescue attempt from the Marine
Response Unit, the gannet didn’t survive. In Victoria, the release
of party balloons into the environment is illegal. Seabirds are up
to 32 times more likely to die when they swallow balloons than any
form of hard plastic. Weather balloons, by contrast, are not illegal.
The Bureau of Meteorology releases 56 such balloons each day
to collect data, and hope to replace the material they make these
from with more environmentally sustainable materials in 2022.

Photographer: Doug Gimesy
Image number: 01687049

Before the Strike
WYOMING, USA: Coyotes are opportunistic omnivores, meaning
they eat any plants or animals that become available to them.
Under ideal conditions they are primarily carnivorous, with small
mammals comprising the bulk of their diet. But how does a coyote
catch a small rodent in winter, when it’s hidden under the snow?
The answer is: it listens. Armed with an incredible sense of hearing,
it can locate prey with pinpoint accuracy. Only then does it pounce.
“I was thrilled to get this image just as the sun was setting in
Yellowstone National Park,” says George Sanker. “I was following
this coyote on foot as it hunted in the snow. It had accepted my
company and was going about its business. I love coyotes. They
often mate for life and both the male and female take care of
their pups. Even aunts without pups join the family to care for the
babies.”
Sanker saw this coyote pounce twice, and both times it was
unsuccessful in catching prey. Sanker, however, got what he was
looking for: a photograph of an acrobatic predator in mid-strike.

Photographer: George Sanker
Image number: 01691946

A Fiery Encounter
HORNSTRANDIR NATURE RESERVE, ICELAND: This image shows
the attempt of a male Arctic fox to mate with a female that
seems unwilling to cooperate. Most of the Arctic foxes in Iceland
do not change to a white winter fur like in other areas of their
range, such as Scandinavia. This seems to be an adaptation to
the black volcanic beaches in Iceland where they find most of
their food. These foxes are accustomed to people because of the
frequent presence of scientists. For photographer Konrad Wothe,
that meant he was able to take this shot without the need for
camouflage.

Photographer: Konrad Wothe
Image number: 01688281

Fun and Games
HOKKAIDO, JAPAN: The northernmost of Japan’s main islands is
known for its volcanoes, natural hot springs, and variety of wildlife.
The Endangered red-crowned, or Japanese crane, is resident yearround.
Whilst photographing these birds in winter, Guy Edwardes noticed
a juvenile crane chasing ducks around the snowy fields. “There
seemed to be no reason for it other than pure enjoyment (for the
crane at least!)”, says Edwardes. “It was chasing multiple ducks
around in circles for several minutes. Perhaps a sign that birds do
indeed have ‘fun’ at times?”

Photographer: Guy Edwardes
Image number: 01677401

Fruit Fishing
REPUBLIC OF CONGO: Perched on a mangrove at the water’s
edge, Pépère, a 38-year-old chimpanzee, uses a stick to fish fruit
out of the water. Pépère is cared for by Help Congo, who provide
food twice a day. Nothing is wasted and if fruit falls into the water,
Pépère finds a tool to collect it. Abducted from his mother as a
baby, Pépère was once kept in atrocious conditions at Pointe Noire
Zoo. After 10 years of captivity, he was transferred to a sanctuary
in Conkouati-Douli National Park, dedicated to the protection of
chimpanzees. He is one of 21 chimpanzees living on 3 islands
within the sanctuary, all managed by Help Congo. When Pépère
first arrived, he was given his name (which means grandpa)
because he was sickly and looked old. Traumatised and in poor
health, it took many months of care before he recovered. Today, he
is the dominant of a group of 3 males, settled on the smallest of
the sanctuary’s 3 islands.

Photographer: Eric Baccega
Image number: 01690850

Collateral Damage
FLORIDA, USA: A handful of shrimp are displayed next to a pile
of bycatch. For every 1kg of prawns caught, up to 9kg of other
crustaceans, fish, cephalopods, and coral are discarded. Bycatch
is one of the biggest threats facing our oceans today, with an
estimated 40% of global catch discarded every year. The problem
is particularly prevalent in the shrimp trawling industry.

Photographer: Aaron Gekoski
Image number: 01664602

Dressed To Impress
HOKKAIDO, JAPAN: Male fat greenlings, like this one, have to make
an impression in order to attract a female. During the reproductive
season, they gather in the shallows, where individuals stake out
territories and create nesting sites. The better the territory and
more attractive the site, the more likely that females will approach.
Appearance is important as well. Normally drab in colour with
a mottled skin pattern, male greenlings take on a bright yelloworange hue to impress the girls.
Successful individuals, such as the one pictured here, spawn with
multiple females, each depositing a clutch of eggs. Males nurture
and protect the eggs until they hatch, grooming and aerating the
developing embryos with singular devotion.

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 01646826

The Power of Three
THE BAHAMAS, CARIBBEAN: Sweetings Pond, now known as
‘Seahorse National Park’ in The Bahamas was recently proven
to have the highest density of seahorses in the world: 800,000
seahorses in a saltwater pond that is 1.5kms long and 1km
wide. Despite this amazing abundance of seahorses, they are
usually spread out just enough to make a good picture of multiple
individuals improbable.
“I have spent hundreds of hours in this pond and never seen three
seahorses so close together,” explains photographer Shane Gross.
“This was the shot I’d been looking for and I didn’t want to blow
it by scaring even one of the tiny fish. Inching towards the trio, I
positioned my backlight (steadied by a tiny tripod) and backed
away again. At first the seahorses turned away from the flash,
but after a minute of it not moving, they ignored it and continued
feeding on the plankton surrounding them. I then moved into
position with my camera, setting it on the bare, rocky seabed on
the opposite side of the seahorses. After a minute it was like my
camera didn’t exist and the seahorses—two males and a female—
continued to gorge themselves. I waited even more patiently for
all three to be turned broadside for a solid silhouette and clicked
the shutter. I finally had the shot I knew could help get this special
place the protection it so desperately needed.”

Photographer: Shane Gross
Image number: 01693523

Black & Gold
SERENGETI, TANZANIA: An all-black serval kitten explores its
habitat under the watchful eye of its spotty, golden-coated mother.
Black servals are very rarely photographed, but Will Burrard-Lucas
caught a lucky break: “I’d heard rumours of a black serval being
sighted close to Namiri Plains Camp, but when I arrived there, the
cat had not been seen for a couple of months. Then, on my last day
at Namiri Plains, I witnessed the black furball leap out of the grass
and sit on top of a rock. The following morning, before departing, I
went to check out the rocks one last time. As I approached, to my
amazement, the servals were out in the open, playing! I sat quietly
and the cats relaxed completely. Soon the mother emerged and
I captured a series of images that I scarcely imagined possible. I
couldn’t believe my luck!”
Burrard-Lucas’s images are even more remarkable for the fact that
they reveal the juxtaposition of the common and rare coat types.
The unusual all-black coat is the result of a genetic accident; a
mutation which causes an overproduction of the dark pigment
melanin. Individuals carrying this mutation are referred to as
‘melanistic’.

Photographer: Will Burrard-Lucas
Image number: 01682233

A Handsome Hammer
KUUSAMO, FINLAND: Black woodpeckers are big, handsome
birds. Solitary in nature, they inhabit mature forests and are found
almost anywhere in Europe that has suitable habitat.
“These birds seek small insects hiding in bark,” says Markus
Varesvuo. “In fact, their whole body is like a specialised tool
designed for this purpose. The long bill and strong neck are for
endlessly hammering at the bark and digging deep. The short legs
and long claws secure a powerful grip on the tree trunk, while the
stiff tail feathers maintain balance.”
As a rule, Black woodpeckers don’t migrate. They can find food
even in the deepest winter. Unlike some other woodpeckers who
visit bird feeders more commonly, this species is not keen on food
provided by humans. But sometimes, an individual will learn to
use fat if offered, and this is the case in the picture. “I was using a
remote-controlled camera on silent mode, to let the woodpecker
feed in peace while I sat in a hide some ten metres away,”
explains Varesvuo. “I wanted to capture the bird from above to get
a different perspective, less commonly seen in bird pictures. This
angle also helped accentuate the bird’s red crown, which is most
pronounced in the male, as seen here.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01687514

Fireworks
LA PALMA, CANARY ISLANDS: After half a century of dormancy,
the Cumbre Vieja volcano fired back to life on 19 September
2021, spewing ash, smoke and lava over the Canary island of La
Palma. The lava flow cut a path of devastation on its way towards
the coast, destroying roughly 1,000 buildings, as well as banana
plantations, roads and other infrastructure. Most of the island was
blanketed in ash, from a plume that rose 3 kilometers (2 miles)
into the atmosphere, posing a hazard to aircraft in the area. About
6,000 of La Palma’s 83,000 inhabitants were evacuated - mostly
from the towns of El Paso and Los Llanos de Adriane.
Photographer Eduardo Blanco booked a flight to La Palma within
an hour of hearing news of the eruption. His impression of the
volcano is that it displayed two different sides: “During the day
it was a huge gray element, whose roar was overshadowed by
the sounds of human activity. But at night, its soul seemed to
transform. The incandescent red of its lava and flying pyroclasts
were more visible, and its explosions were the dominant
soundtrack. It’s not nice to watch a volcano make someone’s
house disappear. But it is amazing to see a volcano erupt. It
continually ejects material minute after minute, hour after hour
and day after day, with a force that until now I did not imagine was
possible. Looking at it, and seeing the lava flow like an upwelling
of water on the mountain, was almost hypnotic.”

Photographer: Eduardo Blanco
Image number: 1684803 + 1684770 inset

Patiently Paddling
DEVON, UK: Canada geese are aggressively territorial, so when
David Pike saw a resident male pursuing a pair of intruders that
had dared to alight on ‘his’ pond, it was only to be expected.
What surprised Pike, however, was that the female, with her nine
chicks in tow, also started to swim towards the intruders, rather
than moving away from the fracas. “I was standing quietly in my
floating hide, chest deep in water and getting cold, as she swam
close to me, with her chicks in convoy, oblivious to my presence,”
recalls Pike. “They were so close that I could not fit them all in the
frame. I was struck by the unerring trust these goslings had in their
mother, patiently paddling behind her as she led them towards
confrontation.”

Photographer: David Pike
Image number: 01686991

Rays of Hope
DORSET, UK: At a time when Covid-19 forced people all over
the globe to abandon their travel plans and stay at home, Guy
Edwardes photographed the dawning of a new day in a local
woodland.
“I’m normally working overseas in springtime,” Edwardes explains,
“so the pandemic provided the opportunity to explore my local
area in a lot more detail than I’d been able to for many years. My
main goal was to find some new woodlands with bluebells and
ramsons. Once I’d found a likely location, I sought permission
from the landowner to photograph there. This small wood was
photographed shortly after sunrise just as the bluebells were
beginning to appear.”
The resulting image conveys a sense that, even amidst a global
pandemic, flowers blossom, the sun shines, and dawn brings
renewed hope.

Photographer: Guy Edwardes
Image number: 01686216

Claw and Order
ESTONIA: Ural owls are mainly nocturnal, but during the spring and
summer, when nights in the northern hemisphere are shorter, the
birds can be seen during daylight hours.
“In this photo, a female Ural owl is attacking an ornithologist, who
was ringing its two chicks,” explains photographer Sven Zacek.
“Ringing involves marking the chicks with a numbered tag around
the leg, to aid identification and research. The main challenge was
to protect the owl (and also ourselves), while still being able to
ring the chicks. The ornithologist was wearing a helmet with soft
padding on the outside, so that the bird would not hurt itself if it
decided to attack. Afterwards, we could see chunks of padding
had been taken out by the sharp talons. It was not a particularly
nice feeling, but it was somewhat awe-inspiring to see how the
owl was prepared to stand up for her young, even when facing a
species she would ordinarily want to avoid.”

Photographer: Sven Zacek
Image number: 01649919

The Eyes Have It!
Unfortunately, moths are not regarded with the same fondness
as their flamboyant butterfly cousins, even though—scientifically
speaking—they belong to the same taxonomic order (Lepidoptera). Nevertheless, many moths are beautifully patterned, with
vibrant colouration and large eyespots. This species, Antheraea
jana, is a large nocturnal moth belonging to the Saturniidae; a
diverse family with many colourful species. Most of the moths
in this family are nervous and skit-tish by nature, flashing their
hindwing eyespots if they feel threatened. This startling reveal
makes attackers think they are suddenly facing a larger and
potentially dangerous animal. And even if they don’t prevent
an attack entirely, another use for eyespots is to encourage an
attacker to aim for parts of the insect’s body that aren’t vital for its
survival - such as the edges of the wings.

Photographer: Robert Thompson
Image number: 01665216

THIS PAGE: Ice Breaker
LONDON, ENGLAND: Oscar Dewhurst has been photographing a
pair of mute swans on this particular lake for several years. Swans
can be very territorial and are extremely intolerant of any other
swans encroaching, as Oscar explains: “One winter, another pair
would regularly land on the lake, each time prompting the resident
male to aggressively chase them off. On the winter morning I took
this, the lake was largely frozen, but this did nothing to stop the
resident pair from seeing off the intruders. The layer of ice wasn’t
thick enough to support the weight of a standing swan, so instead
it swam through the ice, breaking it each time it pushed its chest
forward. This can’t have been particularly comfortable, but it did
nothing to stop the swan in its pursuit!”

Photographer: Oscar Dewhurst
Image number: 01683093

NEXT PAGE: Hanging Around
ECUADOR: The Imbabura tree frog is endemic to the Chocó–
Darién rainforest, that runs from southwest Panama, through the
Pacific lowlands of western Colombia to north-western Ecuador.
The Chocó–Darién region is considered a hotspot of biodiversity.
The area includes some of the richest forests of Central America,
and has some of the highest numbers of endemic plants in South
America.

Photographer: Maxime Aliaga
Image number: 01677809
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