Eyecatchers

Curious Garden Squirrel
Curious Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) peering at camera from
garden fence, Cairngorms National Park, Highlands, Scotland, UK,
September.
“With my house surrounded by perfect red squirrel habitat, it’s little wonder they are daily visitors to the garden. At almost any time
during the day, you can look out of the window and somewhere in
view there will likely be a squirrel up to some mischief or other. This
is not unique to my house by any means – and in fact, red squirrels
are regular garden visitors wherever there is good habitat nearby.
The lichen-covered picket fence that runs around the house is a
popular route for squirrels as they make their way to and from the
woods. I knew that if I could get a picture of a squirrel taking this
daily path with the cottage in the background, it would tell a nice
story.
A remote camera was duly set in position and I took my place back
in the house with the infrared trigger (I’m at the window behind the
squirrel’s head). As I reflected on the merits of a job that allowed
me to sit in a nice comfy chair drinking tea and taking pictures,
a squirrel appeared. I grabbed the remote trigger and watched
eagerly as it made its way along the fence like a tightrope walker.
I fired a sequence of frames as it passed the camera – but a few
metres on, it turned around, clearly curious about this strange new
object.
Sitting at the window I couldn’t help but chuckle as the squirrel
investigated my camera, striking the perfect pose that you see in
this picture.”

Photographer: Neil McIntyre
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Image number: 01572688

Herring Buffet
Aerial photo of a school of Atlantic herring (Clupea harengus) in
shallow waters with both Humpback whales (Megaptera novaenliae) and Killer whales (Orcinus orca) feeding, coast of Kvaloya,
Norway January.
“Every autumn, millions of herring arrive in the fjords of Northern
Norway. Here they spend the winter, before migrating further south
to their spawning grounds. At the same time, hundreds of humpback whales, killer whales and some fin whales come to feed on
the enormous schools. This picture shows a large school of herring
in shallow water. The school was being herded and fed upon by
three humpback whales (on the left flank of the school) and two
killer whales (inside the school). The humpbacks were not a family group, but nevertheless they are co-operating to round up the
herring in a well-co-ordinated attack. The killer whales, unlike the
humpbacks, were capturing the herring one by one, after knocking
them senseless with tail slaps. I shot the image using a drone,
which provided a unique insight and understanding of these separate feeding strategies.”

Photographer: Espen Bergersen
Image number: 01559615

Rainbow Rotations
Sugar crystals viewed by polarised light.
“This image shows sugar crystals on a sheet of glass, viewed by
polarised light. Light waves, such as those emitted by the sun,
a lamp or by a candle flame are unpolarised, which means they
vibrate in a multitude of directions. However, when passed through
a polarising filter, the light waves emerge with their vibrations in a
single plane. In 1813, French physicist, astronomer, and mathematician Jean-Baptiste Biot noticed that plane-polarized light was
rotated either to the right or the left when passed through certain
substances such as quartz crystals or sugar. Such substances are
said to be optically active. Sugars are a good example of optical
activity since some (e.g. sucrose) rotate polarised light clockwise
(dextrorotation) whereas others (e.g. fructose) rotate it anticlockwise (levorotation). . The resulting colours occur because white
light is made up of all the colours in the rainbow. When the polarised white light passes through the sugar crystals, each component colour experiences a different degree of rotation according to
its individual wavelength, effectively creating a ‘rainbow of rotations.’ Ice crystals behave in a similar way, producing spectacular
colours when viewed by polarised light. I think the message that
this image conveys is that there is a lot more to everyday things
than is immediately apparent.”

Photographer: Kim Taylor
Image number: 01574324

Freeze Up
Polar bear (Ursus maritimus) on drifting ice, Svalbard, Norway
September.
“Every Autumn, ice cover in the Arctic increases rapidly, reaching
its maximum extent by early to mid-November. This is good news
for polar bears, who have been waiting to venture out onto the frozen sea to hunt seals. The newly-forming sea ice is thin and bears
have to negotiate it carefully. Although the salt in the water makes
the ice somewhat pliable, it is nevertheless fragile.
This image shows the birth of the ice pack, which begins with the
formation of ‘pancake ice’ in September. I travelled 82 degrees
North on an expedition ship, into the drifting ice off the coast of
Svalbard. It’s always a challenge to find polar bears on the ice,
but we found about 10 bears on this expedition – an encouraging
sight, since this population of bears finds itself in a precarious
situation. For all its unique beauty, the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge is under assault. The oil industry and its political allies continue to launch attacks to open the Arctic to destructive oil and gas
drilling, while climate change threatens to disrupt the polar bears’
habitat much faster than it can adapt.”

Photographer: Ole Jorgen Liodden
Image number: 01568343

Glorious Scarab
Glorious scarab (Chrysina gloriosa) flying, Brewster County, Texas,
USA. Controlled conditions. August.
“The glorious scarab beetle, Chrysina gloriosa, is one of four jewel
scarab species found in North America, all localised in the southwest. They are some of the most visually remarkable beetles and
I have long been interested in capturing them in flight. What I find
fascinating about this image is how the elytra (forewings) are being
held up out of the way of the membranous hind wings by the legs.
The hind wings then sweep forward and back (rather than up and
down) to create lift and thrust.”

Photographer: John Abbott
Image number: 01557588

Sand Stalker
Peringuey’s / sidewinding adder (Bitis peringueyi) hidden in the
sand, Naukluft National Park, Namibia.
“The Peringuey’s adder (Bitis peringueyi) is an ambush predator of
the Namibian desert. By burying its whole body, except for the eyes
and nostrils, it can remain perfectly concealed for hours, waiting
for passing prey. Sometimes, it may uncover the tip of its tail and
wriggle it in the fashion of a beetle larva, to lure passing sand
lizards closer. Because their camouflage is so successful, finding
these adders is very difficult. I searched for their tracks in the early
morning or late afternoon. You have to work fast, because the wind
shifts the sand and quickly covers over the tracks. But in this case,
I was able to find the place, underneath a shrub, where an adder
was lurking.
It was important to approach slowly and quietly, so the snake
wasn’t disturbed. These adders can deliver a deadly bite to sand
lizards, but the venom is harmless to humans, just locally painful.
Seeing and photographing this species up close was an amazing
experience. It is so well-adapted that even its eyes are placed on
top of its head, allowing it to submerge itself almost fully in the
sandy sea of the Namib. A perfect example of sit-and-wait predator adapted to hunt in the oldest desert on earth.”

Photographer: Emanuele Biggi
Image number: 01574325
Next page: 01574326

Life Imitates Art
Urban Red fox (Vulpes vulpes), North London, England.
“Not everyone likes foxes but I think it’s extraordinary that our last
big land predator has made its home among 8 million people in
London and other big cities.
After discovering a quiet street where a fox family regularly hang
out, I’ve spent many hours photographing them. One day I happened upon this artwork and immediately knew it would make
an interesting shot with a real fox in the same frame. Foxes are
creatures of habit and also hug the edges of pavements as they
trot along in search of food, so it was all about persistence and
patience.
There’s a movement happening for us to re-engage with nature,
move away from our phones and tablets and go to our local green
spaces. I want to champion urban wildlife and hopefully this images will inspire people to get out and photograph or simply observe
the wildlife on their doorstep.”

Photographer: Matt Maran
Image number: 01568566

Jaws
American crocodile (Crocodylus acutus) extreme close up with
jaws open, Banco Chinchorro Biosphere Reserve, Caribbean region, Mexico
“Banco Chinchorro Biosphere Reserve, off the Caribbean coast of
Mexico, hosts a healthy population of the endangered American
crocodile. The remoteness of this atoll reef, 30 km off the coast
of Quintana Roo, isolates the crocs from those living on the mainland, and also affords them total protection. The saltwater habitat
means they grow under hydric stress and are smaller than their
freshwater counterparts, only about 2.5 metres in length.
I spotted this individual from a fisherman’s hut which was standing
on stilts in the reef lagoon. The fisherman was cleaning his catch
and throwing the scraps into the water, which attracted the croc.
I slid into the water and carefully approached. The croc was so
focused on the discarded fish, it allowed me to come as close as I
wanted. Even so, you always have to remain wary and respectful of
animals such as this.”

Photographer: Claudio Contreras
Image number: 01559068

Pond Life
Water fleas (Daphnia sp.) and a green algae (Volvox aureus) in
water from a garden pond. Derbyshire, UK. September. Digital
composite.
“I have travelled around the world in search of weird and wonderful
creatures, but nothing comes close to the wonders of my garden
pond. It has provided me with a multitude of exciting subjects,
though many are easily overlooked due to their size. In this instance, I carefully pipetted a few drops of pond water into a tiny
aquarium that I constructed from microscope slides. When observed at high magnification through my macro lens, the water was
teeming with life.
The larger creatures in the image are water fleas (Daphnia sp.).
Being largely translucent, I was able to observe each water flea’s
heart beating as it went about its business. This was remarkable to
witness, as each water flea was at most 2mm in length. The green
spheres in the image are Volvox aureus, a chlorophyte green alga.
Each sphere is actually a colony of different cells that is able to
swim towards light by beating its flagellae (hair-like structures that
coat the surface of the sphere).
Working at high magnification requires very precise focusing,
made all the more difficult by the rapid movement of the water
fleas that would quickly disappear from my viewfinder. Moving the
camera even a few millimeters can dramatically change the composition so I had many failed attempts! This image is a composite
of several different frames that I combined to capture all different
orientations of the water fleas (Daphnia sp.) as they swam through
the water column.”

Photographer: Alex Hyde
Image number: 01569752

Island of Shade
Aerial view of African elephants (Loxodonta africana) looking for
the shade under trees on a very hot day , Northern Botswana.
“From May to November, all the waterholes in Botswana’s Kalahari
Desert are dry. This means the elephant population has to live a
nomadic lifestyle, moving from place to place to find enough food
and flowing rivers, such as the Lynianti, which comes down from
the Highlands of Angola. I spotted this herd during the hottest part
of the day. They were resting in the shade of a single mopane tree,
surrounded my mile upon mile of barren desert. I took this image
from a plane, allowing me to gain an aerial perspective. From
above, the tree looked like an island in an ocean of sand and dust.
It was amazing to me that the elephants are able to survive in such
arid conditions.”

Photographer: Christophe Courteau
Image number: 01561560

Foot Flagging
Kottigehara dancing frog (Micrixalus kottigeharensis ), ‘dancing
frog’ name given because of foot flagging behavior between competing males. Endemic to Western Ghats. Agumbe, Karnataka,
India. Critically endangered species.
“Traditionally male frogs rely on their croak to attract members of
the opposite sex, but the diminutive Kottigehara dancing frog - no
bigger than 3-4 cm - has a far more dramatic way of charming the
ladies. Rather than relying on its voice alone - which females may
struggle to hear over the noise of the fast-moving streams where
they live - these frogs shake a leg.
The bizarre behaviour, known as ‘foot flagging’ involves stretching
a hind leg out from the body and waving a fully extended webbed
foot. Not only does this behaviour attract females, but it also
comes in handy for pushing away rival males.
This species belongs to the Micrixalidae family of frogs, which are
endemic to the Western Ghats of India - meaning they are found
nowhere else on earth. They breed during the monsoon season
and can be found along small, flowing hill streams. To capture this
image I laid waist-deep in a stream so I could get eye level with the
tiny male. I had to remain motionless for 30-40 minutes, until he
considered me part of his habitat, and began to behave naturally.
The low light created by monsoon clouds, combined with intermediate rains and the leeches crawling all over me, made photography challenging. I spent 3 joyful days witnessing and documenting
this fascinating behaviour.”

Photographer: Yashpal Rathore
Image number: 01554834

High LIfe
Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) female at nest on balcony,
Chicago, USA.
“In the 1980s peregrine falcons were extirpated from Illinois - but
now, there are 21 pairs nesting in Chicago alone. When I heard
about one particular pair, which had decided to nest on a condo
balcony, I spent 2 seasons following them, gaining their trust and
documenting the chicks from hatching to fledging. Peregrines can
be very sensitive and aggressive at their nest sites, but this pair
had chosen to nest in the centre of a busy residential area and
were used to perching on roof terraces amongst the sunbathing
and barbequing tenants. The balcony they nested on was also wellused that they were incredibly tolerant of my presence.
I wanted to photograph the family at night, but sometimes the
chicks would be facing the wrong way or hidden in the bottom of
the window box which was acting as their nest. Other times, the
adult female would perch outside of the frame. Space was tricky
too; I didn’t want to spook the chicks and I only had about two and
a half feet between the nest box and the window. I had to shimmy
my way along the balcony to get into position. This particular night
I had the right balance of the female perched directly above the
nest, and the chicks all poking their heads over the edge towards
me.
In Illinois, peregrines have come back from the brink of extinction
and are now thriving in a major city. It was great to be able to document the story and show the wider world how they’re doing.”

Photographer: Luke Massey
Image number: 01565123
Next page: 01565108

Waiting for the Sun
Banded darter (Sympetrum pedemontanum) group of five resting,
Netherlands, September.
“The banded darter is rare in the Netherlands but on some spots
you can find many individuals. In the middle of the day they are
very active and difficult to approach. The best time to photograph
them is in the early morning, before sunrise, when they cannot fly.
During this time, they are waiting for the sun to help them absorb
energy and heat. Once their body temperature reaches 17 degrees
Centigrade, they will once again resume their endeavours on the
wing.”

Photographer: Edwin Giesbers
Image number: 01562279

Alley Cat
Leopard (Panthera pardus fusca) walking in alley between houses.
Aarey Milk Colony in unofficial buffer zone of Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Mumbai, India. January,
“Few people associate the bustling metropolis of Mumbai with
forest and diverse wildlife, let alone the presence of a large cat in
the by-lanes of the city. Yet this unexpected situation exists in the
middle of Mumbai with more than 35 wild leopards living in Sanjay
Gandhi National Park. The highly adaptable leopard has learnt
to navigate through settlements with human density more than
20,000 per sq km. Despite sporadic leopard attacks on humans
the tolerance of the native Warli tribe ensures cohabitation with
leopards on the fringes of the national park, which doesn’t have an
effective buffer zone. The homes of the Warli tribe have traditional
paintings of animal life, which are witness to the eternal respect
that this tribe has for wildlife.
When I heard the story of a Warli man who was comfortable with
leopard movement in his porch - where his son had barely survived
a leopard attack and a neighbour had not - I decided to install a
camera trap to capture this unique human / leopard co-existence
right at the spot where his son was attacked. While I got images of
two different leopards entering in this alley, it took three months to
get an image that I wanted – a leopard walking towards the camera through the alley!”

Photographer: Nayan Khanolkar
Image number: 01569245

Sand Circle Mystery
Nest created by pufferfish (Torquigener albomaculosus). Amami
Oshima, Kagoshima, Japan.
For years, beautiful circular designs had been spotted on the sea
bed around Japan’s Ryukyu Islands. But until recently, their origins remained a mystery. It wasn’t until a pufferfish was observed
creating one of the structures that their purpose was revealed. The
species responsible is the white-spotted pufferfish (Torquigener
albomaculosus), first described by scientists in 2014. Males of
this species build the unique circles as spawning nests, a tactic
designed for attracting mates. Using their fins, they plough the
sand, breaking it up into the finest of particles. They work 24 hours
a day for a week, to prevent the ocean current from destroying their
masterpiece.

Photographer: Okata Yoji
Image number: 01568981; 01568979

Boxing Hares
Two Mountain hares (Lepus timidus) fighting / boxing. Vauldalen,
Norway.
“In the last 25 years I have spent many springs in the mountains of
Norway, working with mountain hares. The biggest challenge for a
photographer is to get close enough to the hares without scaring
them. Their Latin name, Lepus timidus, means ‘cautious hare’ and for good reason. This species is hunted by golden eagles and
foxes and they’re also a popular hunting target for humans. For
that reason, they are mostly active during the night but in April to
May, when the days are long, the hares can also be seen in daylight hours. This period is their mating season, when males are
squabbling over access to females. Upright on their hind legs, they
engage in boxing matches. The first one to land a direct hit against
the head or body of his rival is usually the winner. Females also engage in this behaviour when fending off unwanted attention from
amorous males.
Capturing moments like this makes all the sleepless nights in my
hide - in temperatures down to minus 25 degrees - wothwhile. Just
to experience the spring months in the mountains, when nature
awakens after the dark winter, is something I look forward to every
year.”

Photographer: Erlend Haarberg
Image number: 01561961

Fan Art
Soft coral (Siphonogorgia sp) close up details of feeding polyps,
Great Barrier Reef, Australia, Pacific Ocean.
“While diving over Australia’s Great Barrier Reef in search of fish
to photograph, I came across this sea fan, a type of soft coral. I’m
always drawn to patterns in nature, and the combination of strong
colour and intricate detail was too much to ignore. So I forgot
about the fish and focused instead on the fan, losing myself in the
abstract art. I spent a good 20 minutes working different sections
of it, composing and recomposing, searching for the most visually
pleasing pathway through this living maze.
In this image you can clearly see the star-like polyps, which make
up the feeding apparatus of the sea fan. The tentacles on each of
the polyps trap plankton drifting in the water and move it to the
polyp’s central mouth.”

Photographer: Brandon Cole
Image number: 01561488

Arctic Stare
Snowy owl (Bubo scandiaca) female face close up, Canada,
February.
“Snowy owls are mainly diurnal, meaning that – unlike the majority
of owl species – they are active during the day. This is possibly due
to the fact that, in their Arctic breeding grounds, the sun doesn’t
set during the summer, and the birds must live in an abundance
of light. Also, their main prey animal, the lemming, is active both
night and day.
Using a long lens I was able to get an intimately close study of a
snowy owl’s face while the bird was resting on a snow-covered
field. Snowy owl’s eyes are not rounded, instead they are almost
feline, lending the owl a slightly cat-like appearance, and the
bright yellow colour is typical of diurnal owls. Although they have
keen eyesight, it is their hearing that makes them such deft hunters, enabling them to locate prey even when it is invisible under
thick vegetation or snow cover.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01554109
Next page: 01557435

Armoured Cricket
Armored cricket (Cosmoderus sp.) viewed from above, Cameroon.
“Armoured crickets are robust animals, characterized by a spiny
‘pronotal shield’ protecting them from predators. I was fortunate
to get a chance to photograph this specimen in a local research
lab. In general, these insects are sluggish and docile, which makes
them perfect subjects for photography. I knew I wanted to capture
the detail of its pronotum, specifically the radial spines and the
unique texture of the shield. I stepped in closer with my macro
lens and used a large softbox to create an even and diffused light,
which helped bring out the tiny pores on the surface of the shield.
My goal with this image was to convey the complexity and ingenuity of insect adaptations, as well as to show that when viewed from
up close, these animals are beautiful and not so different from a
large, horned rhinoceros.”

Photographer: MYN / Gil Wizen
Image number: 01546399

Spindrift
Red Grouse (Lagopus lagopus scoticus) male on rock in swirling
spindrift of snow, Scotland, UK, February.
“Red grouse are primarily moorland birds but in the Cairngorm
mountains of Scotland they can be found at over 700m, even in
the bleakest of winter conditions. This picture was taken on a day
when I was hoping to photograph the ultimate mountain grouse,
the ptarmigan, but as I made my way up into the hills I encountered this male red grouse hunkered down amongst some rocks.
The weather was windy and bitterly cold, yet this bird had chosen
to rest in a very exposed position, where it was being constantly
battered by spindrift. This was an ideal opportunity to capture a
picture that would convey the harsh environments in which these
birds live, as well as hopefully create an interesting and slightly
more unusual image. For about 20 minutes I sat quietly photographing the grouse as gusts of wind whipped up the dry snow and
engulfed the bird, often completely obscuring it from view.”

Photographer: Mark Hamblin
Image number: 01546749

Play Time
Humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) female breaching
together with her male calf. The calf had a large wound on his left
peduncle area, one that appeared to be the result of a large bite,
Vava’u, Tonga, South Pacific.
“This photo illustrates the joy of being a humpback whale, and in
particular, the joy of being a healthy humpback baby, basking in
the love and attention of its mother.
In this case, the female and her calf were playing together. Play
time for a humpback calf is important, helping it to control its
body as it gets bigger and prepares to make the crossing back to
the cold waters of the Antarctic for the summer feeding season. It
is also, unequivocally, the favourite time for healthy calves. They
squeal with delight, they slap the water, and they breach as best
they can. Some are excellent at launching themselves out of the
water, while others do little more than plop above the surface.
Humpback whales have made a remarkable recovery, with most
populations around the world at or near pre-hunting levels. Seeing healthy babies playing, with all the promise for the future they
represent, never gets old.”

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 01552087

Hunting Swoop
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) male flying with talons outstretched,
Glenfeshie, Cairngorms National Park, Scotland, UK, May.
“There can be few more jaw-dropping natural spectacles than an
osprey fishing. Plunging into water with its wings swept back and
talons thrust forwards at the last minute, it snatches unsuspecting
fish weighing up to 1kg - including pike, perch, trout and eels from below the surface.
Hunted to extinction in the UK by the turn of the 20th century,
ospreys have started to make a comeback. A single pair found its
way back to Scotland in 1954 and now, sixty years later, there are
more than 300 pairs breeding north of the border, with growing
numbers in England and Wales. The return of ospreys to the UK is a
rare conservation success story. They have become a tourist
attraction for millions of people who come to watch their
spectacular fishing techniques, and thanks to the hard work of
land owners, enthusiasts, conservation groups and the
government, it looks like these magnificent birds are here to stay.”

Photographer: Peter Cairns
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Lundy Seal
Young grey seal (Halichoerus grypus) swimming at surface beneath
cliffs of Lundy Island, Devon, England, United Kingdom.
“Lundy Island, off the North Devon coast, became the UK’s first
voluntary marine reserve in 1971. It is now home to a strong population of grey seals, that live around the base of the steep cliffs.
The aim of this shot was to capture the seal and cliffs in a single
image. I used a huge 550mm dome port to be able to shoot a
clean “under-over” image in the open sea. I needed sunny weather
too, in order to get an even exposure above and below the surface.”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01560600

Pipit vs Cuckoo
Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) male being mobbed by tree pippit UK .
“This image was taken in England on an evening in late May 2017.
After years of hearing cuckoos it was my first time seeing them so
close. They are very beautiful close up and real characters. There
were several males present - I saw three in total but only two were
active - and the dominant bird spent half its time chasing the other
one around. One of the cuckoos was mobbed by a tree pipit - a very
aggressive and very brave little bird, which took no quarter and
chased the much bigger cuckoos away whenever they landed on
a particular branch. I enjoyed seeing the antics of the pipit just as
much as the cuckoo.”

Photographer: Andy Rouse
Image number: 01572499
Next page: 01572513

Painted Snails
Land snail (Polymita picta) collection of shells showing variation in
patterning, Cuba. Endemic species.
“Among the roughly 1,400 species of land snails found in Cuba,
those from the genus Polymita—which is Latin for ‘many stripes’—
are unique to the island nation. These tiny gastropods are aptly
known as ‘painted snails’ because of the variety of vibrant colours
on their shells. Unfortunately, their attractiveness means they are
prized by jewellery makers and tourists and they have become victims of rampant poaching. Trade in their shells is illegal but after
many years of harvesting, they are on the verge of being wiped out.
This picture, which shows a museum collection of Polymita shells,
represents a diversity of colours and patterns which is sadly difficult to see in the wild.”

Photographer: Ingo Arndt
Image number: 01559352

Frozen Food
Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis), adult male perched on
icy branch of Possumhaw Holly (Ilex decidua) with berries, Hill
Country, Texas, USA. February.
“I have spent the past several years transforming my backyard in
central Texas into my own wildlife habitat where I can enjoy the
outdoors and take pictures. I have planted both native trees and
plants, as well as photogenic ones and those that provide a food
source for wildlife throughout the different seasons. During a particularly hard freeze in February, this male northern cardinal was
attracted to my possumhaw holly, a shrub that produces bright red
winter berries, highly coveted by cardinals.”

Photographer: Rolf Nussbaumer
Image number: 01560011

Lavakas
Aerial view of eroded hillsides caused by deforestation, central
Madagascar.
“ The loss of trees, which anchor the soil with their roots, causes
widespread erosion throughout the tropics. The removal of 90 to
95% of Madagascar’s native forest for cultivation and pastureland
has led to massive annual soil losses approaching 250 metric
tons per hectare per year in some parts of the island, the largest
amount recorded anywhere in the world.
The most spectacular results of erosion are the ravines or ‘lavakas’ cutting deeply into the hillsides, as shown here in the central
Highlands. After heavy rains, so much soil runs into the streams
and rivers, that they turn blood-red and stain the surrounding
Indian Ocean. Astronauts describe their view of Madagascar as an
island “bleeding to death.” For a country that relies on agricultural
production for the foundation of its economy, this description is all
the more apt.”

Photographer: Inaki Relanzon
Image number: 01562245

Battling Bullfrogs
African giant bullfrog (Pyxicephalus adspersus) males fighting over
female, Central Kalahari Game Reserve. Botswana.
“African bullfrogs are notable for the titanic battles that break out
between rival males for the right to mate. Fighting takes the form
of chasing, throwing and biting, as each male at¬tempts to assert
his dominance. They are equipped with bony tooth-like projections
called odontoids, located in the centre of the lower jaw, which can
deliver a very painful and bloody bite to an opponent (or the finger
of a human being). Fights are violent and may even result in death.
When a female dares to enter the fray, chaos erupts. The larger
males launch light¬ning fast leaps at each other, mouths agape
and teeth bared, often grabbing their opponents head first.”

Photographer: Chris & Monique Fallows
Image number: 01569259

Ghost
Common ghost goby (Pleurosicya mossambica) on orange sponge.
Aqaba, Jordan. Gulf of Aqaba, Red Sea.
“Coral reefs are perhaps the most colourful of all natural habitats,
so as a photographer, I try to emphasise this in my images. When
I spotted this small ghost goby (about 2cm) perched on a gaudy
sponge in the Red Sea, I opted to fill the frame with the vivid colours. The fish is aptly named because its transparency helps it to
blend in easily with its host.”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01560608

Swarm
Hardyhead silversides (Atherinomorus lacunosus) swarming
around the coral-encrusted remains of a portion of the jetty at
Samarai Island in Milne Bay, Papua New Guinea.
“This picture was taken from an abandoned wharf in Milne Bay,
Papua New Guinea. The shallow mucky substrate around what’s
left of the wharf is usually home to many tropical marine animals.
My intention was to photograph this bottom-dwelling life, but
when I searched the sand, rubble and mud I discovered there was
almost nothing there. However, in place of the normal fauna were
these great big shoals of silversides, scad and other fish, which
are not normally present. So I turned my attention to them instead.
They numbered in the tens of thousands, with several different
species schooling and swarming.
Since then, the waters and fauna of the old wharf have returned
to normal. The bottom-dwelling species are back, and the large
schools of fish are no longer present. For me, this image demonstrates how life has a way of adapting and doing the unexpected,
and that what you see in the short-term is not necessarily indicative of what is normal in the long term.”

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 01555975
Next page: 01555974

Snowball
European otter (Lutra lutra) with snow ball, Bavarian Forest National Park, Germany, January. Captive.
“During one winter in Bayerischer National Park, Germany, I discovered a frozen pond where some otters were playing. They were
diving into a hole in the ice, emerging from another hole and
running across the snow. The pattern of their movements meant I
could predict where they would go next so I got into position and
waited. Usually, when otters are playing, they chase or wrestle with
each other - but this individual picked up a snow ball and started
to play with that instead. I was lucky to be in the right place at the
right time.”

Photographer: Franco Banfi
Image number: 01554372

Mineral Boost
Red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) gnawing red deer antler for minerals, Cairngorms National Park, Highlands, Scotland, UK, June.
“Red squirrels have strong teeth that grow continuously as they’re
worn down, allowing them to crack open hard nuts, acorns, and
pine or spruce cones. Mineral-rich deer antlers provide an extra
source of calcium and phosphorus to squirrels, as well as helping
them to sharpen and trim their incisors. This antler, cast off by
a red deer, is covered in teeth marks from the gnawing rodents.”

Photographer: Neil McIntyre
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Image number: 01572636

Winter Crane
Japanese / Red-crowned crane (Grus japonicus) Hokkaido, Japan,
February.
“Listed as an endangered species on the IUCN Red List, the redcrowned crane is also the star in a conservation success story.
When all but the very last were wiped out in Japan in the early 20th
century, due to hunting and loss of habitat, a winter feeding
programme was introduced to help reverse the cranes’ fortunes.
The programme was successful and now Japan boasts a population of 1,000 resident individuals, out of a global population of
just over 3,000 birds. It is not an entirely happy story though, as
the increase in Japan is not mirrored elsewhere. The global population continues to decline, due mainly to loss of suitable breeding
and wintering grounds.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01554082

Paparazzi
Visitors looking at a female Hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius) through a tank window, captive in Zoo Parc de Beauval,
France. Occurs in sub-Saharan Africa.
“It took me almost a whole day to achieve this shot of a female
hippo approaching visitors at the Beauval Zoo in France. It was her
very first day in her new enclosure, in presence of the public. She
was naturally shy, but eventually approached the glass, pushed by
her curiosity. This prompted the visitors to take out their cameras
and photograph her. It is one thing to admire animals in captivity,
but if we are to protect the planet and all its animal inhabitants,
we must extend that admiration to our daily lives.”

Photographer: Eric Baccega
Image number: 01557455

Glow Worm
Glowworm beetle (Phengodes sp.) male flying, Tuscaloosa County,
Alabama, USA Controlled conditions. July
“Male glow worm beetles are remarkably different from the larviform (wingless) females. The reduced elytra (forewings) visible in
this image are decidedly juxtaposed to the normally-sized hind
wings that it uses to fly. I also wanted to capture the beauty of this
amazing beetle’s comb-like antennae, with all the sensory hairs
that is uses to detect airborne pheromones of the females. To
achieve this level of detail, I used a high-speed flash to achieve an
approximate exposure time of 1/50,000 sec, enough to freeze the
motion of the glow worm in flight.”

Photographer: John Abbott
Image number: 01557572

Painted Forest
Painted forest, Oma Valley, Urdaibai, Bizkaia, Basque Country,
Spain, July.
“This photo was taken in the Oma Painted Forest, an artistic experience created by sculptor and painter Agustín Ibarrola in 1984.
The forest is located in the Valley of Oma, in the Basque Country,
Spain. The underlying idea is to create a space where visitors can
reflect on the relationship between man and nature, linking the
ancestral Palaeolithic artists with the modern tendency known as
land art (where the landscape itself acts as the artist’s canvas).
Each visitor is invited to view the pieced from their own unique
perspective, composing the artwork for themselves as they walk
among the trees and ferns. Ibarrola’s use of depth and perspective means that shapes and forms can emerge out of nowhere,
depending on the paths taken and decisions made whilst walking.
Therefore, when covering thousands of pine trees with colours and
life, Ibarrola has created an artwork that exists in different ways for
different people.”

Photographer: Juan Carlos Munoz
Image number: 01561271
Next page: 01561275

Dining Table
California sea otter (Enhydra lutris) feeding on Northern kelp crab,
Monterey Bay, California, USA, Eastern Pacific Ocean, May.
“Every day California sea otters consume nearly one third of their
body weight, to fuel their metabolism and maintain a healthy
internal temperature in the chilly Pacific. Most of their day is spent
hunting slow-moving fishes and hard-shelled invertebrates such
as sea urchins, abalones, clams, mussels, and snails. Scientists
have found that food preferences vary between individual sea
otters, with different groups hunting different prey.
Early one morning, while photographing sea otters along the
breakwater in Monterey Bay, I witnessed several individuals feeding on northern kelp crabs. There had been a bloom of the crab
population, and the otters were taking advantage of the easy
meals. I’d never seen them with these crabs before.
Sea otters lie on their backs to feed, sometimes with a rock resting
on their stomach. They use the rock as a table against which they
smash their shelled prey to get to the soft parts inside.”

Photographer: Doc White
Image number: 01561242

Storm in the Dunes
Very strong wind blowing sand from summit of dune 45, Namib
Desert, Namib - Nauckluft National Park. Namibia.
“The dunes of the Namib desert have developed over a period of
millions of years. They begin their life in the Atlantic Ocean, which
transports sand along the Benguela current and deposits it on
the Namibian coast. The prevailing westerly winds then drives this
sand inland, shaping it and reshaping it into the constantly shifting dune fields. This image was taken during a sandstorm, when
the winds were so strong they were blowing sand from the crests of
the dunes. Visibility was around 20 metres and I had to work hard
to protect my eyes and camera equipment from all the sand that
was in the air.”

Photographer: Christophe Courteau
Image number: 01561662

King Cobra
King cobra (Ophiophagus hannah), low wide angle perspective
Agumbe, Karnataka, Western Ghats, India. Vulnerable species.
“The King cobra is the largest venomous snake in world, primarily
feeding on other snakes, including its own kind. Its main prey is
rat snakes, which are often found hunting rats and other rodents
in human dwellings. As a result, King cobras may end up in the
same human habitats, especially those close to their natural forest
home.
This individual was spotted in a village in the Agumbe rainforest
area of the Western Ghats, South India. Local tribes have divine
respect for these snakes, and usually abstain from killing them.
Instead, they prefer to call a rescue team from one of the local
research stations, who will capture the wandering cobra and
release it back into the forest. I was with my friend, herpetologist
Gowri Shanker, when we received a rescue call from the village.
The snake had already been removed from the house when this
image was taken. In order to photograph it from a safe distance, I
developed a trolley with roller wheels at the bottom and mounted
the camera on top of it. Once the camera was in position, I used
a shutter release cable to capture this low-angle shot of the King
cobra against the backdrop of the forest.”

Photographer: Yaspal Rathore
Image number: 01554743

Reef Silhouette
Silhouette of reef fish, including a Blue triggerfish (Pseudobalistes
fuscus) and many Scalefin anthias (Pseudanthias squamipinnis).
Ras Mohammed Marine Park, Sinai, Egypt. Red Sea.
“We usually think of coral reefs as colourful places, but for this
image - taken in the Red Sea, Egypt - I wanted to simplify the
busy scene into a silhouette. This approach allows the picture to
communicate the density of life and the variety of forms on the
reef, from the large triggerfish to the spindly needlefish. Shooting
against the natural sunlight really helps the silhouettes to stand
out.”

Photographer: Alex Mustard
Image number: 01536839

Glass Eels
Young European eel (Anguilla anguilla) elvers, or glass eels, caught
during their annual migration up rivers from the Bristol channel,
swimming in a large holding tank at UK Glass Eels, which supplies
elvers for reintroduction projects across Europe, Gloucester, UK,
March.
“The European eel is a critically endangered species with a remarkable and mysterious lifestyle. Adults are believed to spawn in
the Sargasso sea off Florida and the larval eels then drift across
the Atlantic in the Gulf stream. When approaching the European
coast, the larvae metamorphose into ‘glass eels’, a second larval
stage that gets its name from the transparency of the body. The
glass eels enter estuaries, and swim upriver at night on spring
tides. They may remain in freshwater or esturaine habitats for
more than 20 years before reaching sexual maturity and migrating
back to the sea to spawn.
Due to past overfishing, increasing obstruction of migration routes
and possibly changing ocean currents, Europen eels have declined
by some 95% in the last 30 years, but sustainable fishing and
reintroduction seeks to reverse that trend. These young glass eels
were caught while migrating upstream in the Bristol Channel, UK.
The shot was taken in a massive holding tank where the eels were
held temporarily before being shipped for release projects across
Europe.”

Photographer: Nick Upton
Image number: 01534260

Super Bloom
Whipple Mountain foothills, with mass bloom of Notch-leaf scorpion-weed (Phacelia crenula) and Heartleaf evening primrose
(Camissonia cardiophylla) Whipple Mountain Wilderness in background, Sonoran Desert, California, USA. March.
“Southern California’s deserts and hillsides are typically arid
environments where little more than cacti can thrive. But in March
2017, after a particularly heavy dose of winter rains, they were
ablaze with colour. This sort of display only occurs every twenty
years or so, but the wildflower blooms blanketing the Whipple
Mountain area were the biggest I’ve ever seen in 40 years of chasing such spectacles. Camping amidst the dense floral displays,
the aroma was beyond belief - the entire landscape had come
roaring to life! The purple flowers are notch-leaf scorpion-weed,
which for some people (fair complexioned) are toxic and can cause
skin rashes . The yellow swathes are birdcage evening primrose,
whose flowers remain closed during the day and open in the early
evening. The colourful blooms were a celebration of life in a particularly harsh environment, and I felt privileged to document them.”

Photographer: Jack Dykings
Image number: 01563790
Next page: 01563780

Nesting Ospreys
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) male and female at nest, just before
mating, Finland April.
“Osprey nests, called eyries, are generally built in the tops of large
trees, but the birds may also nest on cliff ledges, coastal rocks,
telephone poles and man-made platforms provided for them. The
nest is constructed from branches and twigs, then lined with moss,
bark and grass. Working together, it takes both the male and
female 14-21 days to complete a new nest from scratch and the
resulting structure can be as large as 120-150 cm across and 5060 cm deep. The male collects the nest material and the female
arranges it. Some nests are used year after year, with the birds
expanding and refurbishing them each season.
Once the nest is complete, mating can take place. This nearly
always happens at the nest, where the female spends the majority
of her time. A male will land on a female’s back many times before
she will allow him to mate, and this image shows the male making
one of many such attempts.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01554062

Snakes in the Frame
Galapagos racer snakes (Pseudalsophis biserialis) group alert
watching for prey on beach, Galapagos, June. Endangered species.
Taken on location for BBC tv Blue Planet 2 series.
“From a distance it looked like a living hydra in the sand. One
body, seven reptilian heads tracking every movement on the
beach. These Galapagos racer snakes were on the prowl, searching for unsuspecting baby iguanas. Incredibly, the snakes know
to come to this beach at exactly the time of year when the newly-hatched iguanas are emerging from the sand. Their hunting is
not clearly cooperative, though they may individually benefit from
the baby iguanas’ confusion when faced with so many predators.
There is no sharing, they have to compete for the prize and only
one snake can swallow it.
Although the snakes’ eyesight is poor, they can detect movement.
At one point, when I was photographing them, my foot scuffed the
sand and the snakes took it as a feeding cue, surging over my legs
in their search for prey.
This iguana feeding frenzy was observed for the first time on the
volcanic Galapagos island of Fernandina by the Planet Earth II
film crew, of which I was a part. It’s amazing to think that there are
still corners of the world so seldom visited that such extraordinary
behaviour has, until now, gone unobserved.”

Photographer: Paul D. Stewart
Image number: 01560472

Retreat
African wild dogs (Lycaon pictus) chasing a Leopard (Panthera
pardus) which climbs up a tree to take refuge. Hwange National
Park, Zimbabwe.
“This picture was taken in Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe.
A pack of African wild dogs were patrolling the area when they
suddenly spotted this leopard running from one tree to another.
The hunting instinct of the dogs drove them to pursue the leopard.
You can often see wild dogs preying on hyenas but it is rare to see
them chase a leopard. The cats are typically elusive and nocturnal,
but perhaps this male was simply young and inexperienced. The
wild dogs gathered at the bottom of the tree, but since they cannot
climb, they soon lost interest and moved away. The leopard waited
a while, and then climbed down, making a dash for an even taller
tree. As soon as the dogs spotted the leopard, they immediately
ran again after him again! After another short wait at the bottom
of the tree, they moved on in search of easier prey.”

Photographer: Eric Baccega
Image number: 01557402

Grief
Short-finned pilot whale (Globicephala macrorhynchus) male
carrying dead calf, with others swimming nearby, Los Gigantes,
South Tenerife, Canary Islands, Atlantic Ocean, May.
“When a baby pilot whale is born, the mother must help the calf to
breathe by swimming underneath it and nudging it to the surface.
Sadly, this calf had died, but the mother was still pushing it to the
surface constantly. Pilot whales families have been observed forming a protective circle around a mother and dead calf. Perhaps this
is simply curiosity or nurturing behaviour that can’t be turned off,
but the most likely explanation for the animals’ refusal to let go
of the corpse is grief. After all, a mother keeping vigil over a dead
infant cannot feed, and the effort involved in keeping the baby
afloat is considerable. Eventually, she has to dive in search of food
and leave her young in the care of other pod members - usually
related females. In this image, the deceased calf is being carried
by a male, which is very unusual, and suggests that he is an uncle,
brother or cousin of the dead calf.
Researchers have witnessed several species of whale and dolphin exhibiting this kind of behaviour, opening up a debate about
whether animals feel emotions. Deceased calfs may be carried
like this for many days, and only abandoned when they begin to
decompose.”

Photographer: Jordi Chias
Image number: 01564701

Life and Death
Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) feeding on red deer carcass,
Assynt, Scotland.
“Golden eagles in western Scotland are heavily dependent on
carrion for their survival and the bare landscape that forms the
backdrop of this image hints at the paucity of alternative prey. The
Caledonian forest would once have stretched across this region,
and there is now an ongoing effort to restore natural woodland
cover. As part of a deer cull designed to reduce grazing pressure on
trees, this carcass was provided for the resident eagles.
Scottish golden eagles are notoriously wary and without using a
camera trap, this image wouldn’t have been possible. I introduced
the camera, disguised as a rock, over many weeks, each time
moving it closer. Every few days for 4 months I drove the 250-mile
round trip to check the camera and, initially, the resident eagles
only visited the carcass when light levels were too low for photography. With rain and snow often soiling the lens, it was a long and
tortuous process but eventually, I secured the combination I was
looking for – snow, light and an adult eagle feeding on the carcass.”

Photographer: Peter Cairns
Image number: 01546751

Urban Otter
Smooth coated otter (Lutrogale perspicillate) feeding, Singapore,
November.
“For the last few years, otters have been returning to Singapore’s
waterways, testament to the country’s efforts to re-green the city.
In Singapore, the otters have grown used to humans and exhibit
completely natural behaviour in front of tourists, commuters and
wildlife photographers alike. Each morning I’d patrol the Singapore River under iconic sights such as the Marina Bay Sands hotel
and Gardens by the Bay, looking for the otters. I’d often find them
feasting on the fish that populate the river (such as the largely
invasive Midas cichlids and peacock bass). They’d devour the head
first and often discard the rest, leaving a trail of decapitated fish
corpses for me to follow.
The family group I was following had 10 individuals, with the
majority being yearling youngsters. This meant there was a lot of
play fighting. The day was divided into feeding, sleeping and play
time. Sometimes it could look quite aggressive, with the youngsters scratching and biting one another, diving below the water so
they could erupt and pounce on each other repeatedly. All of this
was no doubt practice for defending their territory. Smooth coated
otters are highly territorial and with a growing population in Singapore, they can come into contact with their neighbours at any
time.”

Photographer: Luke Massey
Image number: 01565037
Next page: 01565051

Gorilla Yawn
Mountain gorilla (Gorilla gorilla beringei) silverback yawning,
Sabyinyo Group, Volcanoes National Park, Virunga Mountains,
Rwanda.
“Mountain gorillas forage for food in the early morning, browsing
the forests of east-central Africa for roots, shoots, fruit, wild celery
and tree bark. By late morning, they feel sleepy - just like humans
after a big meal - and rest until the afternoon. This image shows a
male silverback in mid-yawn, showing off his impressive dentition.
The sharp canines are used for display and for fending off threats,
including other males competing for dominance. Although their
teeth make them look like dangerous carnivores, mountain gorillas
are very peaceful creatures and completely vegetarian.”

Photographer: Christophe Courteau
Image number: 01561688

Fisher King
King eider (Somateria spectabilis) male feeding on starfish, Batsfjord, Norway March.
“During the summer months, king eiders forage for aquatic insect
larvae, crustaceans and plant matter, whereas in winter they prey
on – among other things - echinoderms, such as this sea star.
Huge flocks of these sea ducks used to frequent harbours along
the coasts of the Varanger Peninsula in north-eastern Norway,
benefiting from fish scraps. But the disappearance of the fishing industry means that only a small number now linger in these
places, spending winter days around what remains of the fishing
industry heydays.
I took this image from a floating hide in one such harbour, in late
February, which is still deep winter in the Arctic north. Lying low
at practically sea level has some really nice advantages, such as
shooting eye level with the bird, but it can also be quite challenging when, for example, the sea is in motion. The waves don’t need
to be high to completely block the bird from view. But all in all, the
advantages outweigh any discomfort.”

Photographer: Markus Varesvuo
Image number: 01554027

Mouthful
Reef lizardfish (Synodus variegatus) eating a Bennett’s sharpnose
puffer (Canthigaster bennetti) Lembeh Strait, North Sulawesi,
Indonesia.
“Lizardfish are ambush predators. They sit on the ocean floor,
typically resting on their pectoral fins and turned slightly upward.
This gives them a view of fish swimming overhead. When they spot
something within range, they dart at high speed from the substrate
to grab the passing prey. This strategy is effective because lizardfish have mottled body patterns and are well-camouflaged. They
also ambush from below, where their prey isn’t normally looking.
This individual was perched on a slighting upward-facing rock,
which gave it a perfect launchpad, almost like a jet plane ready to
be launched from an aircraft carrier. Time after time I saw it lunge
at potential prey, often missing. But this colourful pufferfish wasn’t
so lucky. In this image, you can see the sharp, backwards-pointing teeth of the predator, trapping the pufferfish and preventing
escape.”

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 01555818

Show of Strength
African elephant (Loxodonta africana), bull trying to attract female, Hoanib River, Namibia, November.
“There are only 17 desert elephants remaining in the Hoanib River
region of western Namibia, and they are hard to find, often roaming far from accessible areas. It took several days of tracking to
locate this bull - one of only two in the Hoanib - who was lifting a
very heavy mopani tree to impress a female close by. I wanted to
show off the elephant’s incredible feat of strength and how dexterous the trunk is, to be able to lift such a heavy object.
Despite their very low numbers, foreign tourists to still allowed to
hunt a few of these desert elephants each year, and they are also
shot by local herdsman who see them as a threat to their way of
living. Considering there are so few of these iconic animals left,
everything possible should be done to conserve them.”

Photographer: Chris Fallows
Image number: 01544420

Goliath Frog
Cameroonian boy with Goliath frog (Conraua goliath) hunted for
bushmeat, Cameroon. March.
“Goliath frogs are the largest frogs on earth, so big they can weigh
over three kilograms. They occur in Cameroon and Equatorial
Guinea, but sadly much of their dense rainforest habitat has been
deforested for timber and to make way for agriculture. Due to
their size, they are also prized for their meat and collected by local
people for food. The frog in the image had been sold to a ‘bush
restaurant’ and the boy holding the frog is the son of the restaurant owner.
Unsurprisingly, this species in endangered and to see goliath frogs
in the wild, especially the larger ones, you have to travel far from
the villages.”

Photographer: Cyril Ruoso
Image number: 01558429

Mighty Miner, Ruthless Killer
European beewolf (Philanthus triangulum) digging nest, Budapest,
Hungary
“For most of the year, beewolves are peaceful creatures, living on
pollen and nectar, but when they reproduce, they become mighty
miners and ruthless killers. These solitary digger wasps derive
their name from the behaviour of the inseminated females, who
hunt honeybees, skilfully stinging and paralyzing their prey before carrying it back to the nest for their carnivorous larvae. All
day long, beewolves dig and hunt, tunnelling into the soft, sandy
soil to construct their elaborate nests. Their underground tunnels
can be up to 1 metre long, with over 30 lateral tunnels branching
off, each one ending in a brood chamber. Over the course of the
nesting season, the adult female may provision her nest with up
to 100 bees, fully stocking each of the brood chambers and laying
a single egg on the topmost honeybee. Although the victims are
paralysed, their heart and gut continue to function, keeping them
alive for many days to ensure the freshest possible meal for the
hungry larvae.”

Photographer: Milan Radisics
Image number: 01563156; 1561201
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Mating Mysteries
Whitespotted bamboo shark (Chiloscyllium plagiosum) male biting
the pectoral fin of a female shark during courtship, Kannoura,
Shikoku, Kochi-ken, Japan.
“The whitespotted bamboo shark isn’t among the most charismatic of sharks. They are docile, easily kept in aquaria, and don’t
inspire hair-raising adrenaline spikes like some of their more
media-savvy cousins. As a result, not a lot is known about these
sharks in the wild. Most of what we know comes from captive
observation. So when I heard from a friend that he had recorded
them mating in Kannoura Bay - a small, out-of-the-way area in
Shikoku, which is itself an out-of-the-way part of Japan - I knew I
had to see it for myself. Kannoura Bay is the only place in the world
where whitespotted bamboo sharks have been observed mating
in the wild, and only seven people have witnessed it with their own
eyes.
Within days of arriving, and on my birthday no less, I took this image. The male had secured a firm grip on the female’s pectoral fin
by biting it, and she led him on an extended swim that lasted about
an hour. Throughout the whole ordeal, the male held tight, refusing
to let go, even when the female made jerky U-turns or put on bursts
of speed, perhaps hoping to shake him off. Eventually though,
she relented, and mating was allowed to take place. Interestingly,
although there were other males in the immediate vicinity, I didn’t
see them pursue this female or attempt to ‘cut in’ once the action
had started. Also, the successful male was able to hone in on the
female even though she was hidden in a narrow crevice. These are
just two of the ‘mating mysteries’ yet to be explained.
I am pushing to have this area protected, and facilities set up to
study the shark. Besides the bureaucratic red tape involved, this
will require political will and the support of the local community,
but I believe it is of vital importance. There is still so much to learn
about this species.”

Photographer: Tony Wu
Image number: 01555867

Feeding Time
Male Red footed falcon (Falco vespertinus) with rodent for fledgling, Kiskunsagi National Park, Pusztaszer, Hungary. August.
“In Hungary, the estimated population of red-footed falcons declined from 2,000-2,500 pairs in the late 1980s to just 600-700
pairs based on surveys in 2003-2006. The installation of nest
boxes by the European Life Programme saw estimates rise to 7001,200 pairs between 2003-2012, and as part of that programme,
I was commissioned to photograph the nesting birds. I built several hides, and the birds would nest in burrows placed on the walls,
making it possible to photograph scenes like this at close quarters, without disturbing the birds.
This image, of a male falcon feeding a fledgling with a rodent he
has just caught, was something I’d never witnessed before with
this species.”

Photographer: Bence Mate
Image number: 01531793

Vertical Ascent
Pine marten (Martes martes), Black Isle, Scotland, UK. September. Camera trap image.
“After years of persecution, pine martens have made a remarkable
comeback in Scotland - probably due in part to the refuges they
have found in publicly-owned forest. I wanted to show the relationship between the pine marten and the forest and also the arboreal
agility of these large mustelids, so I rigged a camera trap and two
flashes about four metres up a Scots pine tree. Initially, I used a
passive infra red sensor to trigger the camera, but the movement
of the tree in the wind kept tripping the shutter so I switched to an
active (IR beam) system, resulting in this image.”

Photographer: Terry Whittaker
Image number: 01566900

Team Work
Long-beaked common dolphins (Delphinus capensis) feeding on
sardine run, East London, South Africa, June.
“South Africa’s sardine run is an annual marine spectacle, where
millions of sardines swim from their spawning grounds in the Cape
to reach the east coast. Why they make this journey remains a mystery, but the fish show up every May, colouring the shoreline silver.
Their presence attracts a whole host of marine predators poised to
take advantage of the fish buffet.
This image of common dolphins feeding on a sardine bait ball
was taken off east London, a city on the southeast coast of South
Africa. I spotted the bait ball from the surface and slipped into the
water nearby, drifting to the spot where the dolphins were feeding.
Dolphins are tactical hunters. Working together as a team, they
corral and herd parts of the sardine shoal into densely packed
groups called ‘bait balls’. Then they drive the fish towards the surface, where they are easier to catch.
Photographing a scene like this usually involves days of looking
for the sardines, often without finding them. Even when you’re
successful, the action might be taking place in dirty water, or last
no longer than a few seconds. The key to getting a shot like this is
making sure that when the drama takes place, you’re in position
and ready for it!”

Photographer: Chris Fallows
Image number: 01544371

Scavenger
Southern giant petrel (Macronectes giganteus), scavenging on
seal carcass, South Georgia, January.
“The giant petrel is the world’s largest petrel species, living in
some of the coldest regions of the Southern Ocean. It is probably
the most formidable marine bird on the planet - huge and stocky,
with a powerful bill that is used to rip open its prey. While touring South Georgia Island in the Subantarctic, I spotted this bird
scavenging on a dead Antarctic fur seal pup. I crawled closer very
slowly and only advanced if the bird showed no signs of being
disturbed. Petrels are naturally defensive, and approaching young
in the nest will cause them to projectile vomit a foul-smelling substance, so I needed to remain at a respectable distance.
With this image, I wanted to convey what efficient scavengers giant
petrels are, and focus on the huge beak, which they use so effectively.”

Photographer: Chris Fallows
Image number: 01544454

Pest Control
Phorid fly (Pseudacteon tricuspis) female attacking Fire Ants (Solenopsis invicta). Travis County, Texas, USA. Captive. March.
“Phorid flies (Pseudacteon tricuspis) are native to South America,
but have been introduced in the Unites States to control red imported fire ants (Solenopsis invicta), an invasive species which has
spread across the southern U.S. and is outcompeting many native
ant species. I worked with researchers rearing these flies and took
this photograph in the lab.
This was a particularly difficult shoot because fire ants are not the
most cooperative subjects and the attacking phorid flies are very
tiny. The female flies attack the ants by injecting an egg in between
the sclerites (the plates that make up the ants’ exoskeleton). When
the larva of the fly hatches, it migrates to the head where it will live
for weeks, feeding on the ant’s brain. Finally, the baby fly decapitates its host and pupates in the head capsule before emerging as
an adult.”

Photographer: John Abbott
Image number: 01557765

Budgie Boom
Budgerigar (Melopsittacus undulatus) flock in habitat, Wannoo,
Billabong Roadhouse, Western Australia.
“During times of drought in the Australian outback, when land
surface temperatures can soar as high as 69.3C (156.7F),
budgerigars must band together to survive. The grasses upon
which they feed wither and die, and the birds become desperate.
Flocks join other flocks, and together they search for places with
enough residual water to allow their food to grow. Superflocks can
be made up of many thousands of birds, travelling many hundreds
of miles in pursuit of standing water. Many of them die when they
can’t find enough to eat, but others survive and keep searching,
following thunderstorms and looking for places where the rains
have come, and the grasses grow.
It took 20 years of waiting before I could document a budgie
swarm of this magnitude. During that time, I made at least a dozen
trips to Australia, travelling all over the continent, but I never found
more than 5,000 birds together. One December I got lucky, and
arrived in Western Australia to the mesmerising sight of 500,000
birds darkening the sky above a shrinking water hole. It was crazy.
The air was electric with the deafening sound of wingbeats and
the screeches of half a million birds. They cycloned through the
sky, circling the water hole and swooping down to drink. Each
bird took just seconds to swallow before another dropped in to
take its place. Twisting and diving, the budgies flew in a colourful,
shape-shifting cloud, filling the sky like a tidal wave.”

Photographer: Roland Seitre
Image number: 01557183
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Autumn Forest
Parasol mushroom (Macrolepiota procera) Los Alcornocales Natural Park, Cortes de la Frontera, southern Spain, October.
“This image was taken on a cold and foggy autumn day in Los
Alcornocales National Park, southern Spain. I wanted a low angle
perspective, to allow the parasol mushrooms to dominate the
scene, so I dug a shallow hole for my camera and positioned the
lens at ground level. The trees in the background are cork oaks, an
evergreen species that doesn’t shed its leaves in the autumn.”

Photographer: Andres M. Dominguez
Image number: 01545831

Garden Warfare
Siskin (Carduelis spinus) and Redpoll (Carduelis flammea) fighting
in mid-air. Scotland, UK, May.
“This picture was taken in my garden close to a bird feeder that
was attracting lots of finches including siskin and redpoll (the two
species pictured here). These diminutive birds are very feisty and
become protective of their spot on the feeder, which often results
in mid-air squabbles. These clashes last just a matter of seconds,
which makes photographing them more ‘miss’ than ‘hit’. From
several thousand images taken, just a handful captured the birds
in good poses and sharp focus.
Action shots of small birds have always been difficult and until
quite recently relied on high speed flash to freeze the movement.
Today’s sophisticated digital cameras allow these kinds of images
to be taken without flash, which not only results in a more natural
picture but also means that images can be captured in bursts of
more than 10 frames per second.”

Photographer: Mark Hamblin
Image number: 01562827

An Act of Giving
Black kites (Milvus migrans) swoop for food thrown by Muslim man
in an act of giving, Old Delhi, India
“Delhi is home to a huge number of black kites, thriving off the
waste generated by the human population in the city. In Delhi’s
Islamic area, after prayers each day, the Muslims undertake acts
of giving, to those less fortunate than themselves (which includes
the black kites). In this image a Muslim man is throwing meat
scraps to his resident flock. Instantly, a melee of kites appeared.
I photographed this event from various angles but then realised it
was possible to get above them. I asked around and gained access
to a series of steep staircases and ladders that brought me to the
rooftop. With my assistant holding my legs, I leant out with my
camera on a tripod and fired off shots as the kites swooped into
view. It was tricky to frame them properly because they were so
fast, and they often came too close to my lens, blocking the view of
the rooftop below. But this shot has all the elements I was looking
for; the kites swooping in, and the Muslim man throwing them
meat scraps, all framed nicely.”

Photographer: Luke Massey
Image number: 01565252

Bottom Dweller
River stingray (Potamotrygon sp) Triste River, Nobres, Mato Grosso, Brazil.
“This image of a freshwater stingray was taken in the south of
Mato Grosso, a state in Brazil with a very diverse natural environment; forests, natural sand banks, savannahs, open pasture,
fields, bushes, natural rivers and waterfalls.
Despite researching the best locations to see stingrays, it took me
some time before I found one. The river was shallow, full of trees
and branches, and my movements kept disrupting the sediment,
which made the water turbid and reduced visibility. Like other
stingrays, this species has a venomous barb on the end of its tail.”

Photographer: Franco Banfi
Image number: 01552171

Hot Springs Magic
Mammoth Hot Springs, Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming, USA,
January. The colours are from coloured cyanobacteria and algae
that survive in the hot geothermal waters.
“This image was made during a winter trip to Yellowstone National
Park in Wyoming, USA. What we’re looking at here are small dead
trees coming out of the steep travertine terraces of Mammoth Hot
Springs. The colours on the limestone are created by cyanobacteria, and are always changing. I used a slower shutter speed to
allow the mist to swirl through the image. The deceptive part of
this image is the scale of what you’re looking at. Most people think
the tallest tree in the image is around 80 feet tall, when in fact it is
at most 6 feet tall.”

Photographer: Connor Stefanison
Image number: 01558745

Inflight Food
Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) carrying White tipped flying
fish (Cheilopogon xenopterus) taken fifteen miles off the Pacific
coast of Nicaragua.
“As a BBC natural history television producer, I have witnessed
some extraordinary animal behaviour over the years. But on a
recent trip to Central America, I wasn’t expecting to see and photograph something new to science; the world’s fastest bird adding a
surprising meal to its menu. Peregrine falcons primarily catch their
prey - pigeons and other birds - in mid air, only rarely feeding on
non-avian prey such as small mammals, reptiles and amphibians.
They are not seabirds, but like many land-based birds, they make
long distance flights over the ocean. While travelling on a ship
bound for Panama, some fifteen miles off the Pacific coast of Nicaragua, I spotted a pair of peregrines. They were probably heading
back from South America to their northern breeding site. I watched
from the aft deck as they circled the vessel, deftly riding the updrafts created by the ship’s steep sides. Hardly a wing beat was
needed for them to keep pace. Then the female began hurtling towards the waves in a telltale hunting stoop. When she returned to
my eye level, I saw she had caught a flying fish! I’d never heard of
peregrines doing this before, and quickly reached for my camera.
As the female hovered effortlessly alongside our ship, she tucked
into her meal while still on the wing. I’d often wondered how birds
of prey make such long and arduous journeys across open ocean
without feeding, but this female had found the perfect solution!”

Photographer: Andrew Cooper
Image number: 01568235
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